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VAC! 


The following columns were omitted from this issue due to a lack of ma- 
terial. Please contribute some of your hard learned tricks, programs, ideas, 
flights of fancy, etc. This is the only payment sought by the authors of all the 
pieces found in these pages. By contributing, you save someone else time that 
can then be spent solving new problems. By hesitating, you force someone 
else te rediscover your solution. 
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! New _advertis- 
ing rates are effective with the March issue. | 


} 
: See page 2 for the new rates. 


So a 


The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use or are interested in portable computers. Membership is 
available to any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by the First Osborne Group for its 
members. A subscription providing bulk mail delivery to an address in the U.S. is included with membership in FOG for $24.00 per year. See chart 
below for the additional postage required for other locations. Address all inquiries to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 
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FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORMATIC 


Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announce- 
ments, Classified ads, etc., should be WordStar files, ‘‘D” 
mode (except for program listings), with NO PRINT COM- 
MANDS, and Hyphen-Help OFF. The submissions can be 
sent on diskette by mail (to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474), copied to a FOG diskette at a First FOG of 
Silicon Valley meeting, delivered (by arrangement) to a 
FOG officer, or sent by modem to the editor (408-249- 
5223) or the FOG RCP/M at (415) 755-2030. ‘By Modem” 
is by far the most convenient method. If you don’t have a 
modem, get together with a friend who does and send 
your file. It will be a fun experience. If you Send your con- 
tribution on disc and specify the disc you would like, we 
will overwrite your disc with one from the library. 
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Commercial Advertising 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as 
camera ready Copy. 
Size limitations for advertising are as follows: 
~ full page:7” x 9.5” 
half page: 3.5” x 9.5" or 7” x 4.75" 
quarter page: 3.5” X 4.75" 
Rates, effective with the March, 1984 issue are: 
$450/tull page. $250/hall page, $175/quarter page 
For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential 
issues, a Special rate is available. Three months at the 
rate in effect at the time the order is placed and paid in full 
providing the ads are run in the subsequent three issues. 
The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly 
and increasing them as the membership grows. 
@ 8 82 2 8 8 ®B 


Submission Deadlines 

All material is due two months in advance of the month 
of publication. (October ist for the December issue). No 
exceptions will be made for advertising material. This 
change is necessary if the FOGHORN is to be mailed before 
the first of the month. Articles which are not month-spe- 
cific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the 
deadiine rush; contribute early. 
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Back issues — Reprints 

Reprints of ALL back issues are available. The current 
cost of back issues is $1.50 per issue to partially cover 
reprint and mailing costs. Non U.S. members should in- 
clude funds for AIRMAIL postage. Donations of additional 
sums will be gratefully accepted. 

Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 
(October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for 
help in getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 
1982) was a 2 page issue with holiday greetings and an 
advertisement for SuperGraphics. Mailed with this issue 
was a copy of the original bylaws which have since been 
modified several times. 

There were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a com- 
bined issue for June and July, 1982. For those who are 
attempting to determine which copies from Vol. 1 are of 
interest, Vol. 2, No. 2(November, 1982) has a partial index 
for Vol. 1. November, 1983 (Vol3, No. 2) has a partial index 
for Vol. 2. 

Mark envelope “BACK ISSUE REQUEST”’ and include 
your account-membership number. Please send the order 
to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. Orders are 
shipped once a week. The index to the previous year is 
published in the November (#2) issue. 
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Copies of Library Disks 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks 
from the FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through 
their local group. Individual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk 
orders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per 
disk. 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or ad- 
dress. This $5.00 charge must be included with every or- 
der. Please be sure to include your account-membership 
number. Orders without this number will be delayed since 
no disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, 


consult the library column in each issue of Vol. 2 (except 


No. 3 — December, 1982). The section of the library 
Called -FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s material 
from the library column and a catalog program which lists 
the name and disk location of each program (but no 
descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a 
typeset guide to the library. This has the descriptions of 
every disk in the library as well as the guidelines for li- 
brary use. It is a loose leaf, binder punched volume. This 
format was selected to facilitate updates. Each copy will 
be in a portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes ship- 
ping by 3rd Class (surface mail). Update pages will be of- 
fered on a quarterly basis. Details about the update pages 
will be announced later. 

Affiliated Members Organizations (AMO) may partici- 
pate in a monthly update service. Only the librarian of an 
Affiliated Member Organization may make arrangements 
to participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades at P. 0. 
Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474 (phone 415-755- 
4140) for further details. 

New additions will be sent to participants in the 
monthly update service as soon as copies can be made. 
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Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the membership rate ($24.00) will be 
made to Affiliated Member Organization (AMO) on behalf 
of eligible members. To be eligible for the rebate, the name 
of the group MUST be on the membership form (or check) 
when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 

No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Orga- 
nization is formally approved by the Board of Trustees. 


Application for Affiliated Member Organization status - 


must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a 
list of the officers — names and FOG membership number 
— and a signed copy of the group bylaws. For further de- 
tails, request an AMO information packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the 
member pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for 
that member to be eligible for the rebate. 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board 
meeting at which the group receives its charter. Subse- 
quent payments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer 
all questions about rebates to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474. 

The Board of Trustees has approved a minor change in 
the rebate policy for groups who are Affiliate Member 
Organizations. If the AMO has a checking account, the 
treasurer may collect membership dues for renewing or 
new members and forward only $18.00 (plus appropriate 
postal surcharges) to FOG. This allows the group to have 
immediate access to the rebate funds. Please note that 
the two requirements for this change will be strictly en- 
forced. Wo personal checks will be accepted. 
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Change of Address 

To request a change of address, send the label from a 
recent FOGHORN together with the new address either in 
an envelope marked “CHANGE OF ADDRESS” or on a 
Postal Change of Address Card to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474. Please allow at least 30 days for a 
change of address to be effective. 

You should also request that the post office forward 
any issues that arrive before your address change is 
posted. You must tell the post office that you will pay for- 
warding charges since bulk mail is NOT automatically 
forwarded. 

FOG cannot he responsible for additional postage charged 
hecause a member delays sending in a change of address. 
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Additional Postage Charges 

Your membership in FOG ($24. 00) covers delivery by 
Non-profit bulk mail. This rate is only available to mem- 
bers who have bulk mail delivered by the U. S. Postal Ser- 
vice. For those who either cannot receive U.S. bulk mail or 
prefer first class delivery, please add the appropriate 
amount (from the chart below) to your payment. 

The following is a list of additional charges which must 
be included with new or renewal memberships effective 
9/1/83: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class)........000.0.000 ADD...$ 6.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class 
delivery to Non-profit bulk mail... ADD...$ 6.00 © 
Central & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail 
First Class delivery) .........0ccccceecceeceseees ADD...$12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class). ADD...$ 15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery 
NOt Quaranteed” ....... cece ceeeedtesees ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want the new rates to take effect for your current 
membership, you may prorate the above charges for the 
remaining term of your membership. For each month re- 
maining, send 1/ 12th of the above rates. 

For those with U.S. addresses who elect to continue 
receiving their FOGHORM by Non-profit bulk mail, we have 
some suggestions for improving delivery. The post office 
guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by the 
recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area 
should take about seven working days and to the East 
Coast about 15 working days. We are now taking the bulk 
mail to the post office before the first of each month. If you 
are not getting timely delivery of the FOGHORN you should 
contact your local postmaster. If he is unable to improve 
the situation, there is a complaint form at each post office. 
We have been assured that all complaints are pursued 
promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable 
copies of the FOGHORN. This allows us to better identify 
problems. FOG will be responsible for costs incurred 
remailing a FOGHORN only if the member has provided us 
with the correct address in a timely manner. If we can be 
of assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all 
of the specifics. 
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Please help 
It is essential that you include your accouni-member- 
ship number in all correspondence. 
eo @ 8 8 8 8 @ 








A Message | from our President 
by Frank Morton | 


Well ... here we are at a brand new year; a Leap Year at that, if | 
remember correctly. We hope the Holidays brought you happiness, 
good times, and many enjoyable things for you and those that you 
care for. One thing is certain! It is starting off with the best of 
news!!! OCC has filed a reorganization plan with the Bankruptcy 
Court! 

On Tues. Dec. 13th an OCC press release indicated that employ- 
ees of Osborne Computer Corporation had filed a plan for reorgani- 
zation. The Osborne Board of Directors, the three principle Banks, 
and the unsecured Creditors’ Committee support the principles of 
the proposed plan. The final plan is subject to court and creditor 
approvals. 

The press release indicated that Ronald J. Brown, a proponent of 
the reorganization plan, has been appointed as President and Chief 
Executive Officer, succeeding Robert Jaunich, who remains on the 
- Board of Directors. Brown will be joined in the management of the 
reorganized company by Dave Miller (VP of Marketing), Chodi 
McReynolds (VP of Operations), and James Schwabe (Director of 
Product Marketing). Ron Brown has been serving as VP and General 
Manager of the International Division of OCC since April 1982. In. 
the press release he expressed gratitude for the overwhelming 
encouragement from the majority of more than 400 independently 
formed User Groups. He stated “We are committed to continue to 
establish and strengthen channels of support to the more than 
100,000 OSBORNE customers through user groups and independent 
organizations. The recently concluded agreement between 
OSBORNE and Xerox Service Group for nationwide service support 
is just one example of this commitment.” 

It is interesting to note that while the press release was used as a 
foundation (or in some cases an excuse) for articles in many local 
papers, none of the papers presented the release verbatim, none 
made any mention of his reference to users groups, and some arti- 
cles only used the press release as an excuse to improvise in a 
manner to suit their own preconceived opinions! | guess User 
Groups are not considered newsworthy! 

It was a great relief for your FOG Board and Staff to finally have 
the news released! We have been working in privileged communica- 
tion with Ron Brown and his staff ever since the Chapter 11 filing 
with the hopes of being able to assist in some way. They have in- 
dicated that they hope we will provide the customer support func- 
tion that most Dealers dropped with the product almost as soon as 
the Bankruptcy filing. In return, they have provided us with tech- 
nical information for our FOG office library to help us provide you 
with needed technical information. In addition, they have referred 
many of the customer questions to us with the recommendation to 
join FOG. 

One of the things we have been working on is an offerring of the 
OCC inventory of approximately 7000+ computers (0S1 and EXEC) 
plus Software to members of the many Users’ Groups at a price 
which amounts to approximately Dealers’ cost. This offering and its 
associated information is the subject of a separate letter that each 
of you should have received before this FOGHORN since it was to 
have been sent First Class mail. 

FOG is participating by way of providing the information to you 
(our members). The mailing is paid for by OCC. Because their total 
employee count is necessarily low (approx. 25) they have asked 
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assistance in proccessing orders to expedite delivery to you at 
minimum expence. Our FOG Lawyer has arranged that we have no 
liability in this offering. We are participating and using a minimum 
amount of FOG Staff time to support this offerring in order to assist 
you to participate in a genuine bargain, and also to assist OCC in 
raising cash at a crucially important time in their existence. The 
Group purchase requests we have received from many of you in- 
dicates that this will be a very popular offering and a FOG activity 
that most of you will be happy to support. | will not get into details 
here, but if you have not received a letter on this pune contact 
Gale Rhoades at the FOG office. 

With the announcement of OCC’s new lease on life and the prod- 
uct offering, | am Kicking-Off a new line of communication; the 
Presidents’ Council. | had planned to get such a concept in oper- 
ation soon, and this new relationship with OCC makes it even more 
timely. Ron Brown has indicated that he likes our AMO networking 
method of organization and would like to work with all Users’ 
Groups through such a means of information exchange. Details are 
in my letter, so any AMO President that has not received such a let- 
ter from me should also contact Gale Rhoades so we can give you 
the private communication information. Any of you forming groups 
who want to get involved and participate on an expedited level get 
in your AMO application, or request the AMO information packet if 
you-have not already done so! 

On Thursday the 15'" of Dec. the 1st FOG of Silicon Valley (an 
Affiliated Member Organization of FOG) held its Regular meeting at 
the Dysan Auditorium. Elna Tymes, the president of the AMO, had 
arranged to have all four of the principals in the reorganization 
there. We also had as guests Dave Price of DRIVE C:, Evelyn Rich- 
ards of the Sam Jose Mercury News, and Sally O’Neil of the Peninsula 
Times Tribune with photographer (| covered the event as FOGHORN 
photographer). Evelyn gave a decidedly negative review, but Sally 
was much more factual, positive, and included a good photo in her 
review on Monday the 19% of December. | 

Phil Moore, Silicon Valley’s intended speaker on Personal Pearl, 
was happy to reliquish the podium to Ron Brown for the evening (in- 
cidently, Phil has started a Mid-Peninsula FOG group in Menlo Park 
which meets the first Monday of the month). | cannot cover all of 
Ron’s comments here, but will try for the important highlights. 

After introducing the three members of his staff, Ron emphasized 
that he has no intention of abandoning the Domestic (i.e. U.S.A.) 
market, but he has problems here which do not exist for the Interna- 
tional market. In the International market they should be able to re- 
sume a “business as usual” situation very quickly. They were 
shipping 1500 to 2000 units per month by September. The 38 over- 
seas distributors are basically one per country, have a large invest- 
ment in getting set up, and have worked for some time with OCC to 
get the character fonts, manuals, etc. translated to eight major lan- 
guages. They were finally beginning to get really organized. Be- 
Cause of that preparation and the fact that overseas markets are 
about 2 years behind the US in microcomputers, he feels that ini- 
tially about 80% of their sales will be in the International market. 

For the Domestic market things are in a bit of disarray. Many 
Dealers (from a peak level of &00) are no longer interested in work- 
ing with OCC. However, OCC does want to find and work with good 
Dealers. Ron asked our support in identifying who we the users 
thought were good dealers that would be interested in continuing to 
represent OCC products. In the mean time he wants to work with the 
Users’ Groups and directly with Colleges or Universities. OCC does 
not intend to provide support directly. They arranged the Xerox deal 
to provide for maitenance support and they intend to provide cus- 
tomer support through the Users’ Groups by working with and 
Supporting them. 

The total reorganization plan is an 80 page document filed with 
the court which is a public document. Based on it Ron made the fol- 
lowing comments (among others); 

* 0S1 will only be manufactured under a licensing agreement 

since OCC will not retool. 

* EXEC 1 production will continue. It is a good product which 
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does need some work yet (e.g. a BIOS change) 

* EXEC/PC will get new name. It is through R&D, ready for pilot 
production. EXEC 1 probably can be upgraded — Cost and 
manufacturing/release schedule unknown. Previously an- 
nounced price is invalid. EXEC/PC is a desirable product, but 
will NOT be the only product in the OCC line. 

* EXEC 1 is not the 0S1 replacement. VIXEN, almost released 
last April/May, was really meant as replacement to 0S1. He 
still wants to make it available (Date and price unknown). 

* UTE (Universal Terminal Emulator) was a key item for EXEC 1. 
It was never completely developed, but now shows promise. 
Work has continued on it despite the Chapter 11. It will be 
marketed as a seperate item — there will probably be a dis- 
count for any EXEC owner prior to Chapter 11. 

During the Question & Answer period that followed Ron Brown’s 
talk many topics were raised, with some of the answers indicated 
here: : 

* p-System — Arrangements to be made with Softech to get it 

out. 

* Portable Companion - Ron wants to get it going ASAP; he hopes 
to be able to organize a plan within a month. 

* Adam is still Chairman of the Board; likes the reorganization 
plan, but is busy with his own new Software company. 

* OCC is looking for, 1.5 to 3.5 $Million financing from an R&D 
partnership, Venture Capitalists, and/or Offshore investing. 
They should be able to get creditors paid back without financ- 
ing, but can move ahead more quickly with it. 

Major language translations for EXEC 1 is in work. 
EXEC/PC is compatible with PC Graphics, including full color 
Prices of Hardware for Users’ Group offering will be: 

$1095 OS 1 and $1595 EXEC 1 
(both including $285 one year warrantee from Xerox) 
Holders of UTE certificates will get discount when it is offered 
for sale, but will not automatically get it free. 
26 Pallets of User-owned Hardware parts at factory. That will 
be resolved as quickly as possible (1 to 2 months?) 
Total Employee Recall is not possible, although Ron wishes it 
were. Many former employees have set up their own consulting 
firms and will possibly do contract work for OCC as well as 
others. 
OCC will probably evolve to a Trading Company; licensing prod- 
ucts, contracting manufacturing, handling distribution, etc. 
High Tech start-up costs are now estimated at $100 Million. 
OCC is established, thus can introduce worthwhile innovative 
small start-up Companies into the market place. 
Going Public with a limited Stock offering is permitted in Chap- 
ter 11. The high visibility of Chapt. 11 status takes care of 
many SEC disclosure requirements. So, this is a distinct pos- 
sibility. Their lawyer Bob Driscoll specializes in Bankruptcy 
cases. User financing would be possible within Calif. but has 
many problems across state lines. 

“ Regarding Modems & other Peripherals — direct to user from 
manufacturer under license from OCC (e.g. COMM-PAC deal). 

* Ron Brown’s personal background ... 

Joined OCC April 1982 (FOG speaker 3 weeks later) 

Previously — He had his own Sales/Consulting business. 

Previously — Held 3 positions with Transamerica Computer 
(Leasing Company): Leasing/International Distribution 
Marketing /Importing. 

Previously — at IBM for 11 years doing Sales & Marketing in the 
Chicago area. He knows IBM. They are tripling their output; this will 
affect imitators. He wants to be in that market, but not challange 
IBM head-on!. 


This has been a long article, but if you haven’t heard it yet the 
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Latest News from OCC 
by Gale Rhoades 


By now all of you should have received a copy of the mailing Frank 
referred to in the previous article. Many of you have either sent in or- 
ders or have called me with questions about the offering. In an at- 
tempt to reduce the volume of questions, we are including a copy of 
the order form in this issue as well as addressing some of the ques- 
tions and problems the first responses are bringing. 

| have had to return a large number of the orders and checks that 
have come in. The largest problem is that Osborne can ONLY accept 
orders which are accompanied by a cashier's check or money order. Per- 
sonal checks are being returned to the members. 

Membership in a user group is required to participate in this offer- 
ing. lf ordering through FOG, please either put your membership num- 
ber on the order form or attach membership application and payment 
to the order. | 

| will take the orders over to Osborne once a week. Orders will be 
filled immediately for those items still in stock. For out of stock items, 
refund checks will be processed immediately. 

For those of you who are sure they want only a C.0.D. order, please 
call me at 415-755-4140 before mailing the order form in. 
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Ron Brown, President and Chief Executive Officer of the reorga- 
nized Osborne Computer Corporation talking to a user at the meeting 
of the 1St FOG of Silicon Valley on December 15, 1983. Photo by Frank 


news should have been of interest. | intended to tell you of the very 
nice visit | had with the Chicago First Osborne Group (not presently 
affiliated with FOG) on a business trip back east, but | will reserve 
that for another time. Meanwhile ... CHEERS!!! 
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1. Only FOG members and User Groups are eligible for this 
promotion. 


2- FOG MEMBERS 

* Tf you are a member of FOG and not a member of a local 
participating User Group, please send your order and 
CASHIERS CHECK or MONEY ORDER (payable to OSBORNE COMPUTER 
CORPORATION) tos 

FOG 

P O BOX 3474 

DALY CITY, CA. 94015 

ATTN: Gale Rhoades 
* The FOG orders will be drop shipped directly to the FOG 
member, but there will be a $10 handling charge per Shipment. 
* All orders will be sent freight collect by the carrier of . 
your choice. 
* Tf you have any questions about FOG orders 
call Gale Rhoades at (415) 755-4140 


3. USER GROUPS 

* User Group officers or their alternate are asked to collect 
the names and addresses of those members interested in 
purchasing product (using the attached form). | 
* Forward forms and payment (CASHIERS CHECKS or MONEY 
O RS payable to OCSBORNE COMPUTER Eon ron etoh tos 

OSBORNE COMPUTER CORPORATION 

26538 Danti Court 

Hayward, Ca. 94545 

ATTN: User Group Promotion | ¢ 
* Bach User Group must deSignate one central shipping 
adgagress., 
* All orders will be sent freight collect by the carrier of 
your choice. Only one carrier or method may be indicated per 
User Group order. 
* There iS a minimum of $100 per USer Group order. 





| 4, This offer is only good in the United States. 


5. ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY and will be filled on a 
First come, first serve basis. Refund checks will be returned to 
the end user on out of stock items. Oragers will be processed 
Within one week of receipt. 


6. All sales are final. 


7. If you have any questions eiease call 
Norma Diaz at (415) 784-2313 or Chodi McReynolds (415) 784- -2291. 





User Group Shipping Address Purchaser Information 
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User Group Name 
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Name / FOG Memb. No. 


ET ES ON A NY I NE NO TN Ss OO Se = ES en et 


Street 
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Street 
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City, State, Zip 
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City, State, Zip 
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Contact Name & Phone Number 
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Method of Shipment 








Description Part Number Price Quantity Totai Price 
Osborne ] Dbl.Den* 22A10300-01 $1095 eee ee een 
Osborne 1 Start Pac 2G0 8000-60 a 120 esate) "teed eon 
Osborne 1 Tech Man 2F00153-00 S 45 CT ee ee 
occ 1 Comm Pac 2B50000-00 Ss DS Die teyeeet, | pie fe Raa en ee 
OCC 1 Power Pac 2B60000-00 S. 125 ee 
Executive* 2K00000-01 SiS55 pee ea eee eee, 
Exec Diagnostic Disk 3D01002-01 S 55 fe eee eee 
ccc 1 B/D Bundied S/W 2D10306-01 » 5 eee ge Se 
BASCOHM Z2GO00901 S225 ee ee Perens 
BSTAM 2G00201 S 95 See erase vee 
DATAS TAR 2G01001 $ 225 ee ee ee ee eer 
DBASE II 9600701 S 350 Se AoE ee a 
DEADLINE 2G00530 S 40 eee ee 
DISKDOCTOR 2G00401 S 65 ee Sees, Seeee nie ei tos ee 
ENUMERATOR 2G04701 S. 30 Fad ain Betis eee 
FOOTHOTE 2G03 901 S 55 Senha, tae Ele 
FORTH 2G00801 oS 125 ene eae scetepadoecs 
FTORTRAN- 80 2G05000 S 195 ak, agishiah a edi eta 
GRAMMATIE 2604401 S 95 eet || eee deg Sarees 
MATH STAR 2G04601 > 39 ree eee ae ee Ste 
MILESTONE 2G01501 » 195 ee eee ae Ae ee eee 
MONEY KAESTRO 2G01801 $ 125 ee eee ee ee eee Sea 
MUMATH 2G013061 S 145 Se eee Se tase ee 
PERSONAL DATEBOOK 2G01401 S 95 a ee Ta ene een eeneay 
PERSONAL PEARTI, 2G61601 S$ 195 See RS, Cee ee 
REAL ESTATE CALCAID 2G04901 S 65 Bie re ees, ee ee 
SPELLGUARD 2G00601 S 195 nae eee eee See eee 
STAR CROSS 2G02001 S 40 eee | eee teehee 
SUPERSORT 2GO0L1101 > 155 See Oe ee ee ee re 
SYSTEM CHECKER 2G04001 S: 39 ne ae ee an ee a 
WORD PAC 2G00702 S225 eet tes, yee eed 
“ZORK 1 2G06100 S 40 ee eae 


TOTAL PRICE for goods ordered 

California Residents Add 6.5% Sales Tax 

Plus Handling (see other page for instructions) 

TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE SENT WITH ORDER; SEND ONLY 
CASHIERS CHECK or MONEY ORDER payable to OCC! 

“Osborne 1 and Executive include a full, l-year service contract from 

xerox Americare. | | 
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Sue 


Ron Brown, Dave Miller, Chodi McReynolds, and James Schwabe 
at the close of the meeting, December 15". Photo by Frank Morton 





DO SIMPLE ANALYSIS TASKS WITH EASE 
TAKE ON COMPLEX TASKS WITH CONFIDENCE 


With MODEL BUILDER" you: 


1) Enter equations 2) Enter parameter values 
A spread sheet formated table of values is displayed. 


Menu driven—with bypass 

On-line reference manual and reference cards 

No limit on number of rows—up to 90 columns 

Sums, products and general integral functions in N dimensions 
Full set of financial and scientific functions 

Fast always convergent numerical equation solver 

Variables can be grouped and varied as pairs, triples, etc. 


Monte Carlo simulation (up to 1000 trials)—do statistical analysis with 
the ease of spread sheet computation 


Floating point arithmetic (7 digit accuracy and 60 digit dynamic range) 
General output formatting capability including labels like ‘ $’ or ‘cu. ft.’ 
Scatter plots, and bar graphs 

Output to printer, disk, or terminal (or any combination) 

Intelligent editor facilitates quick and accurate model entry 


Manual includes many sample problems and a tutorial on Monte Carlo 
simulation 


Requires 64k RAM, 180k disk storage and CP/M-80 operating 
system. Available in Apple-CP/M and Osborne Disk formats. 
Please inquire regarding other formats. 


PRICE $75.00 Mountain Math Software 


California residents please add sales tax. : RO. yh a “f Gn) 
CP/M is a tradeinark of Digital Research. ala toga r 


Apple is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. (408 } 3 53-3 9 89 


Osborne is a trademark of Osborne Computer Corp. at 
Model Builder is a trademark of Mountain Math Software. Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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Dear Editor, 

All is well with the world on Monday, December 12 as | return 
from the office at 8pm from a hard day working at Osmosis Com- 
puter Corporation. The Osborne crash increased Osmosis’ sales by 
300% in the first month [after] OCC filed chapter 17. Even with a 
world shortage of semi-conductors (the major component of a 
printed circuit board) we have sucessfully increased our supply of 
80 column and double density boards to clear the back-log of 750 
boards by mid January, 198[4]. | 

Relaxation comes with a scotch in one hand, the new December 
FOGHORN in the other, sitting in a large cosy chair. Idley scanning 
Letters to the Editor, | see my company OSMOSIS in print again. A 
letter from Wally Matthews brings a very warm blush to my face as 
| read how our double density board has (and | quote) ‘‘something 
wrong with the software when the head nears the innermost tracks. 
Then a format-read-write confusion occurs causing repeated 
crashes.” | READ further that my company not only has a product 
with a software problem but will not make a refund or write a reply 
to Wally Matthews. 

Osmosis Computer Corporation APPEARS to be the worst com- 
pany around! 

In a black mood | return to the office to consult the returns file. Lo 
and behold | find a cancelled check cashed by Wally Matthews in 
the Security Pacific National Bank on November 3. The date of the 
check is October 20, 1983. Delving a little further | find that Wally 
Matthews returned the double density board to the wrong address 
(1554 Market St.) from where we tiad moved twice since March 
1983. From the time we received the returned board enclosing the 
letter there was no delay in issuing a refund check. 

Similar to the Hurst fiasco in a previous issue of FOGHORN, Osmo- 
sis Computer Corporation has a black name for two months until we 
can get a reply printed. A reply | might add that shows Osmosis as 
pure as the driven Snow, especially since we agreed to refund Wally 
Matthews 4 months after his purchase. 

Feeling that the FOGHORN must take some responsibility for print- 
ing unsubstanciated defamatory correspondance | telephoned Gale 
Rhoades of FOG to acertain why they had not spent 5 minutes on a 
local ‘phone call when they received Mr. Matthews’ letter to gain 
our side of the story. According to Gale they were very busy. Gale 
further commented and | quote ‘‘This type of controversy is good 
for the FOGHORN. 

Osmosis is quite willing to help FOG wherever it can but | think 
this is going a bit far! Osmosis is a member of FOG and has also 
supported FOG extensively in advertising revenue. 

It would seem from Wally Matthews letter that there is still confu- 
sion concerning our double density voard. Regretably | must use 
some technical language to explain: 

Osborne C.C. designed and manufactured the disk drive control- 
ler boards but bought the actual drive mechanisms from Siemens 
and MPI. OCC did not design these boards following the usual stan- 
dards. Firstly the 12 and 5 volts power requirement was fed through 
the data cable whereas all other drives have a separate power ca- 
ble. Unfortunately now that the boards are no longer manufactured, 
the Osborne 1 user cannot buy standard drives to replace a faulty 
Osborne drive. Osmosis designed the double density board to allow 
Osborne users to replace the drives with any standard drives. 

secondly, standard drives have three types of adjustment: 
1. Speed of rotation 
2. Temperature compensation 
3. Read/write head current 


_ Set out in brackets. Time (before the date with the typeseiter) did 


ROTATIONAL SPEED 

Osborne only designed adjustment for speed of rotation which is 
rather unfortunate since any other adjustment must be done by 
changing components on the drive boards. However, rotational | 
speed is very important, especially when using double density 
recording. Modified Frequency Modulation (MFM) is the recording 
technique use for double density as apposed to Double-Frequency 
Modulation (FM) for single density. Since the MFM coding technique 
is not self clocking as is FM it is necessary to generate a synchro- 
nized clock from the data stream using a phase-lock oscillator 
(PLO). Naturally, if the disk rotates at the wrong speed, MFM will 
have far less chance of working than FM. Osmosis provides the nec- 
essary software to allow the user to adjust Osborne drives simply 
with a screwdriver to adjust to the correct rotational speed. Of 
1500+ double density boards distributed, 15% have required 
Speed adjustment and only 3% further adjustment: 


READ/WRITE HEAD CURRENT 
The write electronics drives the write head with a square-wave 
current of about 6 mA which is determined by a resistor of 330 
ohms designated R16 on the drive circuit boards. The write head 
and diskette medium are band limited and hence a band limited ver- 
sion of the square wave will be “stored” on the diskette. A “‘ring- 
ing’ effect will be created if the write current is too high. This 
“ringing” effect can be reduced by increasing the resistance of R16 
to 470 ohms thereby reducing the drive current to an acceptable 
level. 
TEMPERATURE COMPENSATION 
It is worth noting at this point that on earlier Osborne computers 
(tan case) the difference between cold and warm can change the 
speed of rotation by as much as 5 milli-seconds thereby causing 
disk errors even for those of you with single density. A simple 
change of 2 resistors designated R42 and R41 on the drive circuit 
boards will reduce this speed change to 0.5ms and clear disk errors 
associated with the speed change. R42 and R41 should be replaced 
with descrete 15k and 22k resistors. 


| hope that this description will lay to rest any confusion 
concerning the viability of our double density board. | would like to 
thank Professor David Farden of New York for his work in analysing 
the faults in Osborne drive circuit boards. 
| |.D. KITCHING 
OSMOSIS COMPUTER CORPGRATION 


Some comments from Gale Rhoades...Several items occur to me on 
reading this letter. First, | would like to apologize for any oversight 
on my part in allowing the letter to appear in the December 
FOGHORN. Although it is my policy to always double check, it is 
possible that this may not have been done in this instance. Second, 
| would like to point out a possible misunderstanding on a couple of 
points: 

| have gone beyond my usual norm to work with Osmosis. For 
example, when lan called me, | agreed without hesitation to hold 
this issue for his letter (this is being typeset on December 28", the 
day after the receipt of his disk). 

lan did indeed ask me why he was not called about this letter 


prior to running the letter. | responded by reminding lan that | have 


made a point of calling either him or Richard everytime | saw a letter 
come in about Osmosis but ihat apparenily in the rush to get the 
December FOGHORN out to the membership, the | may not have done 
SO. 

/ told him that it was a shame that so much space in the FOGHORN 
has been devoted to the issue of the Osmosis merchandise. What | 
specitically told him was: “The original article by Doug [Hurst] has 
generated more mail than any other subject. This has undoubtedly 
been good in many ways [for the FOGHORN]. However, | do think that 
there is bound to be a better way for Osmosis to hanale their cor- 
respondence than through the FOG office.” 

In running lan’s letter, | changed only a couple of items which are 








not permit verifying any of the dates or technical information in 
lan’s letter as perhaps we should now make a point of doing. How 
far do you, the members, feel this office should be obligated in noti- 
fying advertisers of potentially adverse letters to the editor? 
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Dear FOGHORN, | 

| have a TRS-80 Model 100 computer that | use at work. | have 
been able to transfer files back and forth between the Model 100 and 
the Osborne 1 with no major problems. This letter is written for the 
members out there interested in the Model 100 that may want to use 
it in conjunction with an Osborne. 

An RS-232 cable with pins 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 and 20 connected to pins 
1,2,3,4,9,6,7 and 20 respectively is required. Don’t cross pins 2 and 
3 (null modem). It doesn’t work. 

| used Setup on the Osborne to set the terminal to Standard Serial 
at 1200 baud. 

The Model 100 will transfer data properly if the terminal program 
status is set as follows: 


S7IT2eE 10or 20 
‘4 l 


1 ~ Pulse rate (doesn’t matter ) 
| - line status 
1 — Stop bits 

— Ignore parity 
- word size 

~ 1200 baud 


Run the TELCOM program on the TRS-80 Model 100. Once the sta- 
tus is set with the STATus command go to TERMina! mode. Put it in 
FULL duplex mode and you are set up on the TRS-80. 

The program | am running on the Osborne 1 to transfer files both to 
and from the Model 100 is good old PIP.COM. A command such as: 

Ay pip filename.ext =ert:<er> 
will set up the Ossy to receive the data. When the transfer is com- 
pleted type ~“Z on the Model 100 to terminate PIPCOM. The 
command: 


1 | 
I 
1 | 
1 
I | 
I | 
1 
1 ot 
lf 
{ 

I 


Aypip crt: =filename.ext<er> 
will start data going out the Ossy serial port to the TRS-80 Model 
100. 


You can transfer files from the Osborne 1 to the Model 100 using 
WordStar. Set up WordStar with INSTALL.COM for standard TTY and 
XON/XOFF protocol. The file is then transferred with the Print com- 
mand. It works like a charm. 

One little quirk of the Model 100 is that lines are terminated with 
only a <CR>. WordStar and my printer like to see <CR> <LF> 
at the end of a line, so | wrote a little program that will insert a 
linefeed at the end of every line. | run it with the Model 100 before 
transferring a file. See the listing LFEEDS.DO. Also when you transfer 
to the TRS-80 Model 100 from Ossy, all <LF> characters WILL BE 
ignored. 


Problems: 

Transfers from the TRS-80 Model 100 to the Osborne 1 with Tab 
characters in the file (1) result in a loss of data. My solution is just 
don’t use the tab key on the Model 100 if | am going to transfer the 
file. Another character such as the '[’ can be used and then changed 
to tabs with WordStar [ QA, Find and Replace]. If someone can figure 
out a way around this little problem, please let me know. 


1° This TRS-80 Model 100 routine adds a linefeed to the end of each line 
c ina text file in the TRS-80 model 100 so transfer to the old Osborne 
3° 1 is trouble free. The TRS-80 model 100 outputs only a (CR) at the 
4° end of each line. This program is designed to convert the file of in- 
9’ terest prior to transfer to the Ossy. 

6: 

7° written by Edward P Grant 

8 ~ PSC BOX 3666, APO SF, CA 96366 

9: 

1 


0 CLEAR 600 








107 MAXFILES=2 ‘Opening two files (default is 
MAXFILES = 1) 

108 MX=255 ‘Largest allowed string 
110 DIM INS(MX), TP$(MX) 

120 INPUT ‘input file’’; IN$ 
130 TP$=" RAM: TEMP .D0° 

160 OPEN IN$ FOR INPUT AS 1 
190 OPEN TP$ FOR OUTPUT AS 2 
1100 LINE INPUT #1, CH$ 

1120 PRINT #2,CH$ 

1130 PRINT #2,CHR$(10); 

1160 IF NOT(EOF(1)) THEN 1100 


11000 CLOSE 1,2:KILL IN$ 


‘asking for name of file to convert 
‘name of temporary file buffer 


‘get a line 

‘copy it to temporary file 

‘now add a linefeed 

‘if not at end of fiie loop 

‘else clean up shop and lock the 

door 

11040 NAME TP$ AS IN$ ‘make new file same name as old 

12000 INPUT °‘Another °°; Q$ 

12100 IF Q$="*Y'’ OR Q$="‘y’* THEN 120 

12200 END 

Edward P. Grant 
KOREA 
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Dear Editor; 

| was interested in Doug Hurst’s letter in the October issue (re- 
direct on OSMOS 1). | think he is sincere, and want him to know that 
despite our differences on the OSMOSIS issue, | applaud his efforts to 
keep FOGHORN readers informed. 

But alas, he stomped on another sore spot. (| must be awfully thin 
skinned these days.) 

lt’s true. | would not have written an article for FOGHORN had \ not 
objected to Mr. Hurst’s review. (I think “incensed” may be too strong 
a term.) The reason is simple. | write for a living. Which means that 


] any writing that | do must bring financial return, so that | can keep 


food on the table, the wolf from the door, and so forth. There are some 
things | do for free — help collect papers for Rainbow Girls, pound on 
doors for some charities, etc. — but writing is not one of them. 

| see I’m on the defensive here. Time to switch. 

Where does it say in the bylaws that a FOGmember must write for 
FOGHORN? \'m reasonably sure that of the 5000 or so members of 
FOG, 5000 or so joined for what they could get from their member- 
Ship, not for what they could contribute. One of the things they can 
get — if they are so inclined — is the satisfaction of seeing their 
names in print and making a worthwhile contribution to general 
knowledge on how to use the machine. | have no quarrel with that. In 
fact, without people like Mr. Hurst and others contributing to 
FOGHORN, there’d be no point in my belonging to FOG. 

Where does that leave me, and the other 4500 plus members who 
do not write for FOGHORN? Are we parasites? | don’t think so. We 
contribute with our membership dollars, without which FOG could not 
continue to publish FOGHORN, maintain a disk library or perform the 
other services for its membership. 

Mr. Hurst and other writers for FOGHORN have made great contribu- 
tions to my knowledge of the Os-1, and for that | thank them and hope 
that the rewards have been sufficient to induce them to continue. Un- 
fortunately, they have not been able to hear me say, “‘Thanks, Doug” 
(or Dave, etc.) when they solve a problem for me or make a point with 
which | agree; they hear from me only when | (in the great wisdom 
conferred upon me by my FOG membership) think they have made a 
mistake. This is the way of the world. When you take a stand -- any 
stand — you're sure to get flak. Mr. Hurst got his share on the OSMO- 
olS review. He and | probably will never agree on that subject, and. 
that doesn't matter. | read his material, and act on some of it. Isn’t 
that what | pay my dues for? In this group, as a writer Mr. Hurst is a 

leader; | prefer to be a follower. FOG needs both. 
Dave Goodfellow 
Seattle, WA 
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Dear Reader; 

Tom Graves mentioned HexPrintR in his “A Little Bit of Every- 
thing” column in the Nov. ‘83 FOGHORN. His comments were ac- 
curate, but now somewhat out of date. HexPrintR was the first 
product | developed on my Osborne I. It soon became obvious that 
the method HexPrintR used to conirol the printer did not work at all 
well with paragraphs in which you would want to maintain a straight 
right margin. These included the use of features like super and sub 
scripts, underlining, italics, alternate character sets, etc. People 
everywhere were publishing articles on how to patch WordStar to do 
this job correctly. All these articles had the same shortcoming: since 
there was not enough room inside of WordStar to get ALL the desired 
control codes inside of it’s patch areas, only the favorite ones made it 
in. WordPatch(tm) is a commercialization of this approach. | decided 
that | would try to go beyond, so that the user could gain access to 
every useful capability of his printer and be able to mix any combina- 
tion of printer capabilities while still maintaining proper right margin 
justification. Of course the right margin would always be upset by the 
use of different printing pitches. | ended up with a family of 
“Printerizers”’ to do the job. HexPrintR has therefore become second- 
ary for most WordStar printer control, but it’s function is necessary 
for some. 

HexPrintR is now in version 1.2 (available to registered owners for 
an update fee) and has been improved. It adds 2K to WordStar, but 
takes less than 800 bytes away from the editing area. It is designed 
to be as compatible as possible with other WordStar add-on pack- 
ages, but has not been tested with all of them. | invite any of the 
FOGHORN readers to do so. HexPrintR should be considered as a pro- 
gram which is an auxiliary to the available Printerizers. It now has an 
easy-to-use installer that also allows renaming of the resulting 
WordStar file to keep it separate from other WordStars on the same 
diskette. This brings up an interesting point: 

Did you know that it is possible to have several versions of 
WordStar on the same diskette, each configured for a different printer 
or add-on package? They can all share the same overlay files (any- 
thing ending in .OVR) including MailMerge, and if properly installed, 
will return to themselves after running external programs. This is be- 
cause WS.COM has a place inside of it which remembers it’s own 
name if it has been installed with the MicroPro INSTALL program or 
some other installer which properly supports this area. 

To summarize, Tom Graves’ observations about HexPrintR were 
correct. There is not much information in the manual about specific 
printer control code sequences because it is designed to be printer 
independent. Printer specific controls are now accomplished using 
Printerizers, leaving HexPrintR to the more generalized tasks. Thank 

OU. 
: Tom Vyse, Owner 
C.|. Software 
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MANYKEY | 
NOW for EXEC $34.95 
MANYKEY gives you 10 function keys for 
each program. 
MANYKEY lets any .COM program install 
its function & arrow keys-Automatically! 
MANYKEY always lets you have the right 
arrow keys. 

MANYKEY lets you switch function keys in 
WordStar”™. 

MANYKEY can print each program's key- 
definitions. 

MANYKEY restores the disk’s SETUP de- 
fined keys with a simple program. 
MANYKEY lets you print the disk’s SETUP 
defined keys. 

MANYKEY does all this on your standard 
Osborne 1 rev 1.3 thru 1.44, single or double 
density for just $24.95. Hard disk versions 
are available at $34.95 for most installa- 
tions. Call or write for specific compatibility 

information. | 








\ 
| 
: 
| 


CMAUTO + contains the following: 
CMAUTO lets you create yourown AUTOST 
programs from a simple menu. Start any 
program from any disk in any user area with 
command lines. 

SSIZE lets you change screen size and 
scrolling (even from WordStar). 
RS232 lets you set up the serial port 
yourself. 

WordCount counts your WordStar files. 
DoubleSpace lets you write in single space 
and convert easily for printing. 


All of this for only $24.95. 





Prices include Shipping and Handling. Send 
check or money order. COD orders $1.65 
extra. 





CompuMasgic, Inc. 


P.O. Box 780 
Severn, Md 21144 
(301) 969-5603 








Keyboard cable, pad, and 


SFK notecards 
By Stephen Eckelkamp 


1. A couple of my keyboard keys were recently getting stiff, so | took 
the keyboard apart to oil them (| use a fine silicon oil applied with a 
pipe cleaner). Upon opening the keyboard, | noticed that there was 
about 10 inches of loose uncoiled keyboard cable inside the case. 
Since | like to work with my keyboard on my lap, | reassembled the 
case with about eight inches of this extra cable outside the case to 
reduce the tension from the coiled cable which was causing it to 
constantly slide off of my lap. This eight inches makes a consider- 
able difference. 

2. Along those same lines, | have attached a piece of thin (1/2 inch) 
foam rubber over the bottom of the keyboard with double faced 
carpet tape. | used a foam carpet pad. This causes the keyboard to 
grip my legs alittle so it doesn’t slide around, makes it much more 
comfortable, and makes it quieter to put back on the shelf. When 
my 0-1 is packed up, the foam also cushions the shock of setting 
the computer down on the floor. 

3. | have different disks set up for different jobs that | do. Each disk 
has its own different set of special function keys (SFK) depending 
on its use. To keep track of these, | have drawn a grid on a note 
card for each disk showing its special function keys plus a few 
notes on the operation of the programs. | keep this note card in the 
jacket with the disk. On the keyboard, | have applied a piece of 3M 
Post-It Tile next to the number pad. | just stick the card on the key- 
board while using the disk and then peel the card off and put it 
back in the jacket when I’m finished. 
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Wordstar plus dBase Il 
by Charles L. Pyles 


While wearing out my Wordstar and dBase II disks by inserting 
and removing them as | was trying to write a command procedure for 
dBase II, | began to wonder about making a disk with WS and dBase 
both together. That would make it easier to write the program and get 
back to running them to find the bugs (and some cockroaches). After 
a couple of XDIR.COM’s, | realized that by removing the sample text 
and example commands from the two disks there would be room for 
both WS and dBase on the same double density disk. 

| formatted a new disk and then PIP’ed the necessary files to it. My 
first attempt to use it produced “BOOT ERROR’. | forgot to put 
“SYSGEN” on the disk. My next attempt produced not the expected 
“dBase Il loading” logo. Instead there was Wordstar. | wondered 
what would happen if | typed ‘‘R” for run a program. | was asked for a 
command. | typed “DO IT’. (I changed dBase.com to DO.com. “IT” 
comes from OCT/NOV 1982 Portable Companion, p51.) After typing 
“DO IT’ and hitting return, dBase ran just perfect. | typed “QUIT” 
and another surprise! The bottom of the screen said “Hit any key to 
return to Wordsiar’’. 

Now moving from dBase to WS and back to write command proce- 
dures and test them is much faster and causes less wear and tear on 
me and the drive doors. | keep the WS/dBase disk in drive “A” and 
my command file in drive “B”’. 


Page | 


[Charles L. Pyle is a member of Central Viriginia Osborne Group, 
CV0G., an Affiliated Member Organization. The group meets the 34 
Thursday of each month, 7:00pm, at Red Cross Building (4th & 
Main).] 


*# *# #2 & & & ® 








(or That’s Not a BUG it’s a Feature) 


By Bradley S. Aloom 
Welcome again to the FOGHORN Help column. This is the place to 
send your questions about your Osborne and any software you're 
using with it. To get your question(s) answered, send a letter of a 
page or less to: 
Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
The Computer Solutions Company 
P.O. Box 206 
Pt. Richmond, Calif 94807 
If you prefer the phone, you can also leave me a message at (415)- 
234-8346. I'd prefer it if you limited phone calls to quick answers for 
the problems brought up in the column. My time has become such 
that | simply cannot return all the calls | am getting. If someone else 
would like to volunteer to handle phone in problems, please contact 
me and I'll be sure to get your name and number out to our other 
users. 
On your letters, remember, the lead time for this column is three 


— months. If you can wait that long for an answer, fine. If you can’t, in- 


Clude a SASE or post card with your mailed in questions. 
Direct dBase II questions to: | 
Mr. Blake Mason 
723 Old Country Road, Apt. N 
Belmont, Calif 94002 


To Flip or Not To Flip | 
I’d like to start out this month with a hardware question. I’m sure 

many of you have had some experience with “‘flippy”’ disks. These 
start out as floppy disks, eithér single or double density, which nor- 
mally can be used on one side only because only one set of alignment 
and write protect holes have been provided by the manufacturer. If 
you cut your own second set of holes in these floppies, they can be 
turned over and you've just doubled the effective number of disks you 
own. 

The problem is that I’ve heard two sides (no pun intended) to the 
story of whether or not this is a good idea. The disk manufacturers 
and other hardware types tell us that we shouldn’t use flippies. The 
reasons I’ve heard most often are: 

1) Some disk manufacturers don't polish the back side of their disks. 
This results in excessive wear to the heads of our disk drives when 
reading the ‘‘wrong”’ side of a disk. 

2) Turning a disk over causes it to rotate in the opposite direction as 
it normally does. This in turn can loosen dirt and other particles 
that have been trapped by the disk’s protective lining. This can 
Cause increased errors and head wear. 

On the other hand, I’ve spoken to a number of users who have been 
using flippies for many years and who have had no trouble at all. 

Personally, I’ve taken a middle ground. For my frequently used 
programs and files, | use single sided disks. However, all of my 
backups and some of my less used files are done on flippies. I'll play 
it safe with the disks that receive the most wear, but for the others, 
that will typically get an order of magnitude less use, | find the risk of 
flippies bearable. 


cont. on page 12 


| would love to hear opinions from both sides of this issue as well 
as some actual experiences. If you’ve been using flippies for the last 
5 years without a single related problem, let me know. If you have 
used them and encountered problems, I’d like to hear also. | dont 
want this to be a theoretical battle. | really want to know how you're 
using your disks in the real world and how they're standing up. 

Finally, on the subject of disk polishing, if anyone has a list of 
those disk manufacturers who polish both sides and those who 
don’t, I'd be glad to reproduce it in this column. 


Software Solutions 

In response to a question about re-logging disk drives from within 
programs running on CP/M, | got a letter from Tom Ragsdale Ill, a 
computer consultant in Torrance, Calif. In dBase Il, as in MBASIC, if 
you change disks, you'll have to issue a RESET command before try- 
ing to write to the new disk. There is no convenient way to change the 
logged (default) disk drive from within MBASIC, but there is a POKE 
that works. Byte 61383 tells CP/M which disk drive is the A drive. A 
0 in this location indicates that the left hand drive is drive A. A 1 im- 
plies that the right hand drive is the A drive. Therefore to effectively 
change your default disk to the right side drive, do the following in- 
side MBASIC: POKE 61383,01 

Remember to change it back to a 0 before you leave MBASIC. | also 
suspect that you'll want to do a RESET after this poke to make sure 
the right file structure information is in memory for the newly logged 
disk. One last note, Tom didn’t indicate which machine or version of 
software this applies to, so give ita try before you assume it will work 
on your machine. 

Tom also recommended a minor change in the article a few months 
ago about putting a fan on your Osborne. Instead of having the fan 
suck air from the front of the machine out the back, he prefers to blow 
air from the back, out the front. This way you can put a filter on the 
fan to remove dust from the air before it hits the disk drives. 


New Questions 

This month’s mail brings a question from Michael Northrup who 
works for the City of Hayward (CA). He’s tried taking an IBM 
formatted disk, created by the IBM PC XT machine and reading it 
with his Osborne 1, which has the double density option. Supposedly, 
the double density option on the Osborne was to allow him to read 
other formats of disks, but when he tries, he gets a whole variety of 
error messages (Disk Full, Directory Full, Not an Osborne Formatted 
Disk). Specifically, the file he is trying to read is a Lotus 1-2-3 text file 


created under MS-DOS V2.1. Even an XDIR of the IBM disk produces. 


all sorts of gibberish. 

The only experience | have with non-Osborne formats, is transfer- 
ring to Morrow’s microcomputer, which also runs CP/M. At the time | 
had no trouble at all. However, what we're talking about here is going 
from one operating system to another, as well as reading a file cre- 
ated by a totally foreign program, Lotus. There are a few things that 
pop into mind immediately. First, was the IBM disk double or single 
density? | think the IBM double density can hold somewhat more 
than our double density and so it may only be possible to read single 
density IBM formats. Next, does IBM compatible mean that the 
Osborne can understand a non-CP/M file structure, or do we have to 
simulate a CP/M file structure with the IBM machine. Finally, does 
Lotus 1-2-3 do anything funny to the files which would prevent us 
from using WordStar or another program on them. | would be sur- 
prised if it didn’t. 

Mr. Northrup’s ultimate goal is to transfer dBase II files from the 
IBM to the Osborne and back again. Please keep this in mind when 
writing with your comments and solutions. 

Our next question is from Ken Warwick of Edmonton, Canada. He 
wants to get a printout of the directory of all his WordStar files to the 
printer. He would also like to keep a directory of all his disks ona 
single “inventory” disk. To answer the first question alone, it’s fairly 
straight forward to get a printed listing of the directory of a disk. All 
you do is get out of WordStar, or whatever program you're in and into 
CP/M. You’ll know you’re in CP/M by the greater than prompt ( > ) 


that shows up at the left side of the screen. To get out of WordSiar, 
just type ‘*X”’ from the main menu. Once in CP/M, hit the CTRL/P key 
( that is, type a P while holding down the CTRL key ). This will tell 
CP/M to echo everything that appears on the screen to the printer 
(the ~P will not show on your screen). Now all you do is give CP/M the 
command >DIR A: or >DIR B: to get the directory of the disk you 
want. Hitting a CTRL/P again will toggle the printer echo off. 

With respect to your running inventory of the files on all your 
disks, there is more than one program available to you free from the 
FOG Users’ Library which will allow you to do just that. | recommend 
you contact your local FOG group to see if they’ve got a copy of one or 
more of these programs. If you don’t have a local FOG group, you 
might want to start one. You may also try writing to Gale Rhoades" 
about getting copies of the FOG Library disks (see first or second 
page of each FOGHORN for more info). 

Next we hear from Robert McConnell of Indiana. In the continuing 
effort to get MBASIC to perform the equivalent of the CTRL/P func- 
tion described above, Robert has found that a POKE 57612,205 will 
toggle the printer on and a POKE 57612,195 turns it off again (with 
the 1.43 ROM version). He is now looking for the corresponding 
POKEs for Osborne’s Executive. Ill have to wait for some of our 
Executive users to respond to this one. 


Not Quite A Solution 

A few months ago, | printed a solution for trapping CTRL/C’s from 
within MBASIC. It involved poking three addresses, &H452C, 
&H4B8B and &H5559 with the character you wanted to replace 
CTRL/C. Clearly if you POKEd a character that couldn't be typed, you 
will have disabled CTRL/C entirely. 

Well, one user couldn’t quite get it to work. | went back to verify 
this and I’m afraid | found that | had the same problem. POKEing the 
addresses with the ascii code of the new character to act as CTRL/C 
does prevent CTRL/C from interrupting things when you're in 
interactive mode. That is, typing a line at a time. Unfortunately, when 
you are running an MBASIC program, CTRL/C will still cause an in- 
terrupt at whatever line number you happened to be at. This happens 
even when you do the POKEs from within your program. Are we doing 
something wrong? 


To Protect or Not To Protect 

A caller from New York City has written a program he wants to sell. 
Before doing so, he wants to know if he can keep purchasers from 
running it on more than a single machine (i.e. prevent piracy). I’m not 
going to go into a tirade about the silliness of software protection, but 
in general | feel most software protection schemes are more trouble 
than they’re worth. | 

lf you've written a program you want to sell, there are two general 
outcomes. The program can become popular and successful (as with 
Visicalc), making you lots of money. In this case, you’re ecstatic over 
your success. You're not going to take the time and energy to track 
down the few percent of your users who are thieves. Your energies 
are Clearly better spent working on the next version of your success- 
ful program. 

On the other hand, your program could be a miserable flop. In. 
which case it was probably so bad that no one would want to steal it. © 
_ What it all comes down to is that if you’re selling a good product, it 
will make you money with or without protection. Moreover, in the pro- 
cess of adding protection, you'll probably alienate as many potential 
customers as you may gain by eliminating illegal copies. Now, if 
you're really paranoid, why not wait until after you’re a success, at 
which point you'll have all the money you need to sue everyone in 
sight. 


International Osborne User Group | 

| also received a letter this month from Jack Maddox in Johannes- — 
burg, South Africa. There is indeed a Johannesburg Osborne Group 
(JOG), but with international mail being what it is, much of our in- 
formation doesn’t get to them for up to six months (3 month column 
delay plus 3 month mail delay). [Three months for delivery overseas 
is NOT the norm! So far, all overseas members have opted for the first 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


-|BREATHTA 


breathtaking (breth’ ta” king) 
adj. Inspiring awe; exciting. 





will pay for your 






The only way to describe the experience 
of using your Osborne 1 with Drive C: 


It’s like using a totally new computer. 
Faster, more powerful, more reliable. 


Dramatically improved performance, - 
whatever your application. 


order. 


WORD PROCESSING Drive C: lets WordStar compete with dedicated word processors. You get the perform- 

ance you expected when you started word processing. Do rapid editing with quick block moves, reads and saves. 

Generate large documents up to 125 pages. Use of all the spelling checkers and helpful programs you've bought 

without changing disks, silently and efficiently. You won't need to take a coffee break the next time you do a 

search and replace. 

DATA BASE MANAGEMENT Create large data bases, up to four times the size of a single density Osborne 1. 

Sort, index, merge and process faster than you've ever imagined. Discover the real power of dBASE II and Personal 

Pearl. Now . ..on your Osborne 1 instead of on your next computer . « . if you ever need a next computer. 

BUSINESS SOFTWARE = The added speed, expanded disk capacity and larger file size of Drive C: lets you 

automate your business. Drive C: and your Osborne 1 can give you the computing power you've thought 

possible only in larger and much costlier computers. 

PROGRAMMING  MBasic loads in a moment. Compiling and assembling, before so time consuming, are 

speeded up enormously. Your time is used productively . . . working, not waiting. 

Drive C: installs in seconds, without tools or opening your Osborne 1's case. It starts working for you immediately 
. you don't need to learn any new computer skills. And, of course, your Ol remains completely portable. 

The 192K Drive C: adds the electronic equivalent of one ultra-fast double-density disk drive to your Osborne 1; the 

384K Drive C: adds two equivalent disk drives. 192K units can be upgraded to 384K at any time. 

Drive C: is compatible with all single or double density, brown or blue case, 52 or 80 column Osborne Is. 


You can continue to use the Video and Centronics ports and you can attach a large screen display to Drive C:’s 
built-in composite video adapter. 


and FOG are the two best investments you can make to 


enhance the use of your Osborne. 


FOG membership dues. Just complete the FOG membership application 


If you purchase a Drive C: before March 1, 1984 Drive C 
and include it with your Drive C 


We think Drive C 


Drive C: is sold factory-direct only, with a one year 
warranty. 


i 


I Offer 


Single-density Osborne owners—Drive C: is an excel- 
lent solution to your need for extra disk Capacity. 


Call or write for information on Trantor hard disk com- 
patibility. 
Drive C: for the Osborne 1. 


Find out why computing has suddenly 
become breathtaking. 





403 Seba vc Drive C: 1690 65th Street, Emeryville, CA 94608, (415) 652-3222 
F Biee 1690 65th Street Yes, | need Drive C: for my Osborne |. 


Send:mets Ft 192K units atbS395,ea) i, BBS units ats695 ed. 
192K Upgrade at $330 ea. Postpaid U.S. 0 Send me more information on Drive C:. 
Terms: Check, Money Order, Credit Card, C.O.D., U.S. Funds only. Calif. Add 6.5% Sales Tax. 


Emeryville, CA 94608 
800-831-3144 CA 
800-526-6500 US 


Personal Pearl ™ _Pearlsoft 
dBASE u ™_Ashton-Tate 


FREE FOG MEMBERSHIP 


Spec 


Address 
Drive C:™-Drive C: 
Trantor™’Trantor Systems City BP ES DEOO TET PTS 
WordStar ™-MicroPro Int'l ’ 
VISCHPEM GE) | Gard/No. boi: tiie Eee anil a SRA Ex Mate 
Prices subject to change without notice i 
signature 


i 
J 

j 
! bd 

ry 
( 
j 

] 
( 
j INAIMG rete 2S) ee ee ede Ube Bete dt: nS] cin PON Gu ret Ads ened: fae ee j 
j 
I j 
] 
| 
I 1 





FOGHORN Vol. Ill No. 4 Page 13 January, 1984 


class airmail delivery (£12.00 or £15.00 extra depending on loca- 
tion). | have received letters from many of these members and they 
say that two weeks is the average for delivery....Gale Rhoades] Their 
Portable Companions were even worse with a 6 month mail delay. Well, 
Jack is now trying to start an international Osborne Users Group 
which would hopefully find a quicker way for our users at all corners 
of the globe to get information about there machines. One way 
springs to mind immediately. 

lf FOG is able to get a FOG bulletin board up in California, then we 
could make the FOGHORN available on the bulletin board at the same 
time it goes to the printer. People from around the world could cail up 
and down load the. FOGHORN over phone lines which are 
unquestionably faster than the mail. 

lf anyone is interested in an International Osborne Group, contact 
Jack Maddox at: 

| Jack C Maddox 
Chairman 
Johannesburg Osborne Group 
Box 7139 
Primrose Hill _ 
south Africa 1417 


[FOG is international. First class airmail is available and cheaper than 
downloading from Africa. Also, the RCP/M has been up in operation 
since late October. The number for the system at the FOG offices is 
415-755-2030. The number for the system in Vancouver, BC is 604- 
596-0314. Davia 


More Problems | 

Here are some problems that got to me just before | sent this 
months column off. SuperCalc files that were created on a 52 column 
Osborne act as though they’re still on a 52 column machine even 
when transfered to an 80 column upgraded version. That is, the 
screen on the new machine is in squished mode, but the SuperCalc 
display stops after 52 columns, even though the screen can show 
more. | suspect there's someone out there with a simple solution just 
waiting to give me a Call on this one. 

Now a problem for you real hackers. The FOG library contains a 
program called MENU which allows you to create a more “user 
friendly” interface to CP/M through MENU driven commands. lt runs 
fine under CP/M. The problem is that Dennis Welch has also modified 
his CP/M with OZCPR out of the FOG library. This is a replacement 
CCP. It seems now that MENU will only accept four character file 
names, truncating anything else. Does this sound familiar or chal- 
lenging to anyone out there? 

Dennis also describes a hardware problem that sounds very famil- 
iar. When his A drive motor is engaged, the screen becomes erratic. 
Drive B does not cause the same problem. | too had this problem, 
which got progressively worse. Fortunately, it was corrected when | 
got the double density/screen upgrade. The switching power supply 
had gone bad. Since it was replaced, I’ve had no problems. Unfortu- 
nately, Dennis is not near anyone who can service his Osborne. Does 
anyone know where Osborne bought their power supplies: from and if 
we can get them from the same source? 


Big Blue Does it Right | 

I’m writing this month’s column during the week that IBM an- 
nounced its next wave of offerings in the PC market. It turns out that 
the much heralded Peanut is really the tip of the iceberg. In fact, to 
me the Peanut is rather boring compared to two other offerings, the 
IBM 3270 Personal Computer and the XT/370. Oh sure, the Peanut 


will undoubtedly become the new standard in the low end PC market,. 


but the other two offerings have leap-frogged just about every high 
end PC manufacturer | can think of, especially Apple’s LISA. 

The PC 3270 offers up to seven windows except it’s a color ma- 
chine. In addition, up to four of those windows can be used to run 
programs directly from IBM’s main frames. It sounds like the ultimate 
in an intelligent terminal! The XT/370 offers the ability to run 
VM/CSS[ CSS = Computer System Simulator; used with small sys- 
tems | applications locally. VM/CSS is the timesharing operating 
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system running on most IBM mainframes, the bread and butter of 
large DP centers. That is, if you think the number of programs that 


can run under CP/M is big, just remember that VM/CSS has been 


around since well before PC even meant anything. In addition, the 
prices are right, with costs starting at $5585 and $9995. 

IBM has given the DP managers at the nation’s largest companies 
an answer to the PC invasion they’ve been trying to deal with for the 
last few years. The 3270 gives their local users a perfect personal 
productivity tool, while remaining in the IBM fold. The XT/370 offers 
the same solution for their dial up users. In addition, they no longer 
have to worry about cutting back their CSS programmers to add 
CP/M (or whatever) experts. Their existing personnel can start writ- 
ing and converting code for a whole new generation of machines 
without missing a beat. 

| must admit that even though | cut my baby teeth on an IBM 1130, 
and my timeshare experience dates back to when CSS was still 
called CMS (for Cambridge Monitoring System), | had all sorts of 
nasty things to say about IBM. Well, if ’m interpreting their new in- 
troductions correctly, | can honestly say that | take it all back. IBM is 


7 not a technical laggard, trying to dictate to the market what it thinks © 


the market wants. IBM has really taken the time to understand those 
needs and to provide a product that does it right! 

Well that’s all | have time for this month. Keep those cards and 
letters coming. 
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($24.95 with a 30- pg users guide 


This fascinating menu-driven pack- 


age allows you to teach anything 
to enybody. You. simply key in 
pages of learning on Blank screens 
and give the camputer your scheme 
for jumping around the pages, 
Giving tests, scoring the results, 
ePrinting out pages, and displaying 
answers. It’s as easy as that. 


Nho would want to do such a thing? 
Well, haw about the boss teaching 
the new clerk how to answer the 
phone, or Ma and Pa leaving mes- 
sages for the kids, or the English 
teacher pounding grammar into stu- 
dents, ar the sales manager tout- 
ing a new product to the branches. 


How da you get: this marvelous 
Osborne 1 package?’ You send $24.95 
(plus S42 in Florida) to Ted Lewis, 
THL SOFTWARE, Inc., 1006 BEATRICE 
DR., OQRLANDO,FL 328190, and you get 
a single density disk, S0-pq com- 
pressed print users manual, and 
our best wishes. (305) 644- S467. 

















by Baatenis H Conen 

| complained, in an article published in the February 1983 issue of 
PIP, the newsletter of Chicago’s First Osborne Group, that the CTRL 
key, located outboard of the ALPHA LOCK key, makes my pinky sore 
by the end of a long session with WordStar, where the CTRL key is 
used frequently. This is a report of how | got what | asked for when | 
wrote that article. 

Somewhere — | don’t remember where just now — | read about a 
product called Foot” Control. Foot” Control is just what the name im- 
plies, a foot pedal that sends a ~~ character to the computer just as if 
you had hit the CTRL key with your pinky, but without the attendant 
reach and strain, and without the awkward stretches that are some- 
times required. 

Foot Control consists of a small ‘box’ three quarters of an inch 
thick by thrée inches wide by one and three quarters inches deep 
with two edge connectors, a short connector cable, and a long cord 
with a foot pedal. You plug the box in between your keyboard and the 
computer and plug the foot pedal cable into the box. 

| plugged the Foot” Control into the Osborne 1 with no trouble at all. 
| note, however, that at least on my old tan case O-1 the “‘front-to- 
back” dimension on the plug that fits into the cabinet is about an 
eighth of an inch deeper than the plug that provided with my 
Foot Control. This created a problem from time to time as the clips on 
the 0-1 that hold the plug in place don’t do much good when the plug 
has a smaller front to back dimension. In that situation, the plug can 
wiggle loose, and you get a dead or partially dead keyboard effect. 

| had the same problem with an extender cord that | bought. | 
solved it by simply gluing a piece of 1/8th inch Plexiglas onto the 
back of the plug. I’ve reported this to Digital Servo Systems and per- 
haps the production version of the Foot Control will have this prob- 
lem licked. In the meantime, | have simply put the extender cable in 
and put the Foot Control between the extender cable and the 
keyboard. 

The Foot Control box is rather heavy, so you have to make sure 
that it sits flat on the table or you may find that the edge connectors 
come loose in operation and your keyboard goes partly or totally 
dead. (This can be fatal if it happens in the middle of a game!) This is 
being pointed out to the manufacturer, and perhaps the production 
model will have a way of securing the cable connectors so that this 
loose connection cannot occur. 

The foot pedal connected to the Foot” Control is a heavy duty black 
painted cast aluminum pedal, which looks like it ought to last forever, 
even under the onslaught of heavy use. 

Using WordStar is the main place where | see the value of 
Foot’ Control. WordStar is control key intensive. | find it much easier 
to use the Foot Control when | want to hit a control key combination 
than it ever was to use the pinky. There is also the factor that certain 
combinations are rather clumsy when using the pinky — ANY com- 
bination with the left hand is awkward because you have to remove 
the fingers from the home key positions, so it’s not quite so easy to 
find the positions you want without feeling around or looking for what 
you want. 

To illustrate what | mean, the cursor controls in Wordsiar are all on 
the left hand side. When | had to use my pinky, | was prone to go to 
the cursor arrows on the Osborne, partly because | had grown up 
with a Wang system (well, not from childhood, but for over five years 
before | got the Osborne), and the Wang system does not use a con- 
trol key and has no such pattern. All it had was cursor arrows to 

cont. on page 17 


ADVERTISEMENT 


‘You can pay a lot more, 
but you won t get a lot more~- 





Personal Income | 


Software 


TAXCALC ’83 is a set of SUPERCALC™ 
templates for your OSBORNE™ computer. 





TAXCALC calculates all the commonly used forms and schedules 
for personal income tax: 


FORM 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ - Individual Income Tax 
SCHEDULEA - Itemized Deductions 

SCHEDULE B - Interest and Dividend Income 
SCHEDULE C - Profit / Loss from a Business / Profession 
SCHEDULED - Capital Gains / Losses 

SCHEDULE E - Supplemental Income Schedule 
SCHEDULEG - Income Averaging 

SCHEDULE W - Married Couple When Both Work 
FORM 2106 - Employee Business Expenses 

FORM 2119 - Sale or Exchange of Principal Residence 


FORM 2441 - Credit for Child / Dependent Care 
FORM 3903 © - Moving Expense Adjustment 
FORM 4562 - Depreciation & Amortization 


TAXCALC does all the logic and arithmetic. 


For example, when the IRS Schedule D says: 
‘*If line 19 shows a loss, enter one of the following amounts: 
(i) If line 7 is a zero or a net gain, enter 50% of line 19; 
(ii) If line 18 is zero or a net gain, enter line 19; or 
(iii) If line 7 and line 18 are net losses, enter amount on line 7 
added to 50% of the amount on line 18”’ 


TAXCALC considers all the variables, performs the math, and 
‘enters’ the correct value. The user enters only ‘raw’ data from the 
keyboard, and TAXCALC does all the rest. 


TAXCALC ’83 Specifications: 
TAXCALC ’83 Package... . $45.00 
Option to print on IRS Forms $30.00 


Annual Revision Service Available 
Florida residents add 5% Sales Tax 
VISA/MC customers add 3% Service Charge 
1983 Tax Year version shipped after 1/10/84 
Compatible with Single Density, Double Density, Regular or Screen 
Pak Video, and Executive. 


APPLICATION ENGINEER 
2238 Grey Fox Court 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
(904) 264-4619 





SUPERCAL-C is a trademark of SORCIM Corporation 
OSBORNE is a trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation 
TAXCALC is a trademark of Application Engineering 


~ OSCOOL FAN™ 


Cools Your Osborne: 1 


The Thinnest and 
Most Compact Fan! 





FEATURES 


@ Streamlined unit: measures 71/2” 
by 31/2” by only 1” high (installed). 


e ONLY $79.50! The OSCOOL 
FAN™ increases your computer’s 
reliability, eliminates downtime and 
repair charges. 





e The OSCOOL FAN" slides into 


existing vent slots. No tools required. 


=. PORTABLE 
é e The OSCOOL 


© One year warranty. 





e The convenient green lighted 
switch is located in front of the 


OSCOOL FAN™ eliminating the e The OSCOOL FAN" is an FAN™ uses 

need to reach into the rear compart- efficient unit, and discharges hot air the computer’s 
> ment of the computer to turn it on. through the rear vent. own AC cord, 

increasing port- 

e Gray color, matches the housingof ° The OSCOOL FAN™ protects ability. 

the Osborne 1. your computer against problems : 

caused by internal heat, thus ° OSCOOL FAN™ travels | 

e Available in 120 V or 220 V and prolonging the life and improving _ piggyback on your AN PS It is 

50/60 HZ. the reliability of your computer. thin and compact, fitting easily into 

: existing cabinets and stands. 
Dealer inquiries invited. please print clearly 
Please send me__ OSCOOL FAN™ unit(s) at $79.50 each. Enclosedis$__, 
SSS = plus $3.00 shipping per unit. (CA add 6% % tax.) 
1) Check Enclosed [1 Money Order O VISA 1) MasterCard 
COMPUTER nia : 
ACCESSORIES ae 
1170 Howard Street ed CGC Seon) CARMENNAT PRS CLEC MOTGACUR AES GNIT AL TDRSS BOG 
San Francisco, CA 94103 sour ay 
TEL: 415-864-4960 VISA/MC Acct. No. 
TELEX: 278167 MAYT UR SIGNATURE Expiration Date 
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move the cursor. The WordStar system would allow you to avoid 
removing a hand from the keyboard, IF you could hit the CTRL key 
and the keyboard key needed to move the cursor at the same time 
and without moving your key from the keyboard. Of course, that’s 
nearly impossible. 

With Foot’ Control, however, moving the cursor without removing 
the left hand from the keyboard to stretch for the CTRL key and the 
alpha key needed is no trick at all. | simply hit the pedal and push the 
required alpha key to move the cursor up, down, left, or right. It’s a lot 
faster with Foot” Control, and saves a lot of wear and tear on the 
pinky! 

As | mentioned in PINKYH.ELP in the February PIP, the next step 
would be to put a SHIFT key on the foot switch with Foot” Control. 

Foot Control is available for $39.50 from Digital Servo Systems, 
Box 1248, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405. 


Ben Cohen is the new President of Chicago First Osborne Group. 

The group meets on the 4 Sunday of the month in the Liberal Arts 

Building, Trinton College, 2000 Fifth Avenue, River Grove, IL. The 
meeting starts at 1:00pm. 
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Executive Sweet! 
-- Notes from a Computer Novice 


by Seth Emerson 
Having bought my EXECUTIVE just after the chapter 11 filing, | do 
not qualify as an early enthusiast, but you know what they say about 
recent converts! | bought my EXECUTIVE after searching the market 
for portables and comparing software. Though | almost bought an 
IBM Clone, the Exec seemed like an unbeatable value. Better being 
the enemy of good enough. The only second thoughts | have had are 
worries about some lack of software compatibility with the 01's and 
the CP/M-+ differences. Attendance at my first FOG meeting reduced 
some of my fears as | met several other ““EXECs” who seem to be 
doing quite well. 

| did have a heck of a time connecting a printer to my Exec, but | 
understand that it is something everyone goes through, sort of like 
puberty. The printer | chose was a TTX-1014 Daisy wheel printer, 
made in Japan and imported by a company in Foster City, CA. It 
comes with both Serial and Parallel interfaces standard! It uses car- 
tridge ribbons for Royal/Adler/Sears typewriters and Daisy Wheels 
for Olympia Compact Typewriters. It is not very fast, only about 14- 
15 characters per second, but it prints bidirectionally, which helps. It 
has friction feed with guide pins for use with fanfold paper up to 15” 
wide. The unit | bought had been on display as a demo so the DIP 
switches had already been set for parallel operation. | bought the 
parallel cable at the same place as the printer. 

As most of you know the Executive manual calling out the pin 
identifications for the parallel port are wrong, Osborne dealers, (if 
you Can find one) have a chart of the correct pins. My printer dealer 
had the correct info. The printer did function the first time | plugged it 
in and printed a WordStar file. This was encouraging after. hearing 
the horror stories of six-hour marathons for the first word. 

Most the special functions of WordStar, however, fell on deaf ears 
at the printer. | then found that the printer manual took you through 
the WordStar setup for version 3.0 and my WordStar was version 3.3. 
With a Hex code translation table in hand, and the Osborne EXECU- 
TIVE guide opened, | managed to install all the Print commands of 
which my printer is capable. There are some on the daisy wheel char- 
acters which | haven’t been able to print yet, the TTX says something 
about shifting in then out with some other hex codes. | am going to try 
to assign these characters (about six in all) to my numerical keypad, | 
hardly ever use it with WordStar anyhow. 

| have now had the printer about three weeks, and | just received 
the newest manual from TTX, complete with errata sheet! It still cov- 
ers the 3.0 WordStar not the newer version. | can’t stress enough 
making duplicate copies of your WordStar work disk before you start 

cont. on page 18 
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DON’T ... send your WORDSTAR disk far away to have an 
| old-fashioned printer installation done! 
DON’T ... find yourself stuck just because you bought a new 
printer. | 
DON’T ... risk your hard-earned money on an unseen pro- 
duct you may. not be satiety with. 
DO... order your own personal copy of the incredible 


WORDSTAR ENHANCER & PRINTER INSTALLER 


DO... get all the advanced features of your printer at your 
fingertips. 

DO ... get acomplete manual explaining printer codes and 
other mysteries. 

DO ... try it out AT NO RISK for three weeks in the privacy 
of your own home. 

DO ... install WORDSTAR for any of these printers INLESS 


THAN 40 SECONDS 


Epson MxX-80 * Epson MX-100 * Epson FX-80 
Okidata 82 * Okidata 83 * Okidata 84 
Okidata 92 * Okidata 93 * NEC 8023-A 
C Itoh F-10 * Prowriter * Tally 


ae af 


CALL FOR OTHER PRINTERS *** 


PLUS YOU GET: 


e Blinking cursor (on/off/variable'rate) 

e ‘Insert On’ prompt visible at column 40 

e Automatic log-to-B: drive (on or off) 

e Automatic right margin setting 

e Superfast response time & loading 

e True simultaneous print & edit 

e Automatic page break setting (on/off) 

e FREE THREE-WEEK TRIAL PERIOD 

Include 8 digit WORDSTAR serial # with order 
(As seen on screen—example: WT9611CA) 


Six-foot Keyboard cable 
Ten-foot Serial Printer Cable 
Ten-foot Serial Modem Cable.................. $25 


Six-foot Parallel Printer Cable .... ............ $30 
Parallel Cable for Executive................... $40 
CVA-1 monitor adaptor....................... $27 
OSBAUD (Hardware Baudrate Generator) ..... $50 


Keyboard Overlays (each)..................... $17 
(Wordstar, Supercalc, Mbasic, dBASE ll) 
(Please specify blue or tan OSBORNE) 


Games #1 (set of four) ....................... $20 
Games #2 (set of four) ..............0......... $20 
Arcade PATMAN......................0 200005 $20 
PUGHAN: 25.5.6 os a ewene deere there hae tk daa h os $85 
FIOM CIN asthe § Caan nae eat + ke Pao al os $35 
QUICK CO Chet: Been Puce et ey Che hie) Dees $195 
IGRARA 6 <.6u m2 65.4 ¢oieeawaceia ¢ om oaee, ated $195 
GUISES Sch oe. o ote ae ceria ce eens e deceit Merseha-tne 2a, $70 
dBASE Il user’s guide ......................., $25 


SUDDEN! PRODUCTS GROUP 
3421 M Street, NW Suite 1336A 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
(202) 338-9256 

Washington residents add 6% sales tax 
Shipping and handling 
(Sorry, no COD or credit card orders) 

CALL FOR FREE CATALOGUE | 
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fooling around with the control codes. It took me the better part of an 
evening to figure out that Escape codes referred to in the TTX manual 
were sets of hex code to be sent to the printer (I said | was a novice). 

As far as a further review of the printer, | tried a 15 cpi printwheel 
(Mikron 15) and | was impressed. The printer does not do propor- 
tional spacing, and is not capable of eight lines per inch vertical 
spacing. The drive mechanism has twelve notches per inch to drive 
the pinchroller [platen?], thus it can be driven by any factor of twelve 
— 3,4 or 6 are software selectable, subscripts and superscripts are 
moved up or down 1 notch (this is changeable during install). The cpi 
is selectable in software to 10 (PICA) 12 (ELITE) or 15 (Micro). 

The carriage is capable of accepting 15 inch wide paper. Standard 
Wide fanfold paper is tight and TTX recommends 14.5 inch maxi- 
mum for pin feed, though friction feed can go up to 15 inch width. The 
orinter will print up to 11.5 inches wide lines, this equals to 115 char- 
acters in 10 pitch, 138 characters in 12 pitch and a whopping 173 
characters in 15 pitch. This will print spreadsheets in letter quality, 
as long as you are not in a hurry! 

| have found the print wheels available from typewriter stores at 
$18 to $28 dollars. A TTX dealer quoted only $14, but they were out 
of them! The single-strike ribbons are available at Best Products 
Stores for under $5, but Sears may also have them. The Multistrike 
ribbons are a much better deal at about $8 at TTX dealers. They last 
three times as long but the output looks more like a ribbon type than a 
carbon tape. | use both depending on my use for the output. For my 
next project | am going to hook-up a Dot Matrix machine to my par- 
allel port and move the TTX to the serial port. 

| am now looking for inexpensive software to use the Executive to 
do the accounting on my budding manufacturing business, | in- 
terested in others experience in this area! 
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Vii Cirations® 


A program for entering, editing, storing and retrieval 
of quotations, footnotes and author's working notes. 


Random search and display by indexed key words. 
Unlimited number of topics. 


| May be merged into Micropro's WordStar documents. 
- WordStar-like cursor movements. 


Single key stroke menus select among 39 operations. 
Designed for ease of use. Ten help screens. Easy’ 
learning with a "take you by the hand" tutorial. 


Major functions: add, append, delete, display, edit, 
keyword directory, TXT file, print, recall & search. 


Up to 212 citations per DD diskette. ‘Up to 1,954 
characters per citation. 


Requires Ashton-Tate's dBASE Il - 2.3 or 2.4. 


Versions for S or D density, 52 or 80 column, O1 and 
‘Executive all shipped together. Full documentation. 


$69.00. Include $2 for UPS ground shipping and if 
Michigan, $2.76 tax. 

Task Think Workshops, Inc., Suite ie 

P.O. Box 2363, Kalamazoo, MI, 49003 
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Everything You Wanted 
to Know About OVERSCAN, 


But Were Afraid to Ask! 
by Benjamin H. Cohen 


Consumer Reports has been running a series on microcomputers, 
starting with its September 1983 issue. If you are a relative new- 
comer to the world of computing you might want to get a copy for a 
good overview of the whole situation and a good evaluation in a com- 
prehensible series that covers many aspects of computing. Even 
those of us who have been around for a while can learn something, as 
this article will show. 

Last December’s CFOG (Chicago’s FOG) meeting featured a display 
of one of the first 80/104 column conversion, attached to a Zenith 
ZVM-121 monitor, the beige one that has the 40-80 column switch on 
the back. When using the Zenith with the 52 column display from 
Original Osbornes you simply set the switch at the 80 column posi- . 
tion and forgot about it. But with the new Screen-Pac (of OCC) you 
suddenly found that the switch took on a new life: when you switched 
to the 80 column display you set the switch to 40 column and when 
you switched to 104 column display you set the switch to 80 column 
— or is it the other way around? (The switch is on the back of the 
monitor and | can’t see it, | just know that when the display is too 
narrow or too wide | hit the switch!) Why it worked that way was a 
mystery, but it did. 

Well, Consumer Reports explains what it’s all about in a neat little 
article on “How to Choose a Monitor’ in the October 1983 issue. Ina 
nutshell, “overscan” and “‘underscan”’ are the beasties that we are 
confronting. Overscan is simply the overflowing of the image beyond 
the edge of the screen: the scan of the beam that creates the image 
goes over the edge. This is common on television images, even desir- 
able CU notes, because the image shrinks as the set ages. 

Computer manufacturers know certain models of computer are 
commonly used with television sets as monitors. So they put a 
“guard band” at the edge of the image which guarantees against the 
loss of text at the edge of the image when a television set with 
overscan is used as the monitor. So monitors built to be used with 
these computers often have built in overscan to compensate for the 
guard band and prevent a dark line down the edge of the screen. Your 
Osborne 1, on the other hand, has no guard band, so if you try to use 
a television set as a large monitor you may find that overscan puts 
the edge of the image off the screen. , 

The Zenith was designed for use with Apple computers, a brand 
often used with television receivers as monitors. It eliminates the 
guard band in the 40 column position by overscanning. You wouldn't 
use an 80 column card for the Apple with a television set, so there’s 
no guard band. The Zenith allows you to set the switch to the 80 col- 
umn position to eliminate the overscan. 

What has this got to do with Osborne’s Screen-Pac? Well, you may 
have noticed on your Osborne screen that the characters are the 
same size on the 80 column setup as they are on the 104 column 
setup. That means the equivalent of a guard band appears on the 
screen when you are in the 80 column mode. Setting the Zenith mon- 
itor to 40 columns puts it in the overscan condition, so Ozzie’s 80 
column display is spread across the Zenith’s full screen instead of 
showing up with a dark band on either side. | 





CU recommends that monitor manufacturers simply give us a hori- 
zontal size control on the back of the set so we could adjust the scan 
to suit the signal. That’s a good idea, but if you have Screen-Pac, or 
are planning to get it, try the Zenith monitor with the 40-80 column 
switch or some other monitor with a similar switch if you can’t find a 
horizontal size control. To be sure you are getting what you want, 
take Ozzie along when you buy the monitor. 


[/ just bought a Zenith ZVM-122. The ‘121 is being discontinued (and 
discounted) and was already hard to find in my area at the time of 
this writing. | happened on the ZVM-122 (12’, amber) and the ZVM- 
123 (12”, green) in my local Best Products showroom. The ‘122 and 
123 both have the 40-80 switch and function as the ’121 that Ben 
describes. David 
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BDOS Recovery (Made Simple) 
by P. Thomas Riley 


It's midnight, and you just finished your fifth letter. You perform a 
quick “KD, sit back and wait for the drive to stop whirring. A simple 
printout and you can go to bed. 

BDOS ERROR ON B: 

RATS!!! All that time wasted in typing and composing! Now you 
have to start over. Not any more! Though you press the reset button 
to recover from this error, the letter is NOT erased from memory. It is 
still there beginning at memory address 7/321 and can be recovered. 
Great! How? The answer was published in the Portable Companion, 
April/May 1983, in the article titled “Saving Your ASCII” starting on 
page /4. The problem is the technical nature of the article. Most peo- 
ple don’t have the inclination or the time to delve into the use of DDT, 
the CP/M debugging utility. | had trouble understanding the direc- 
tions initially and every time | need them, | have to look them up and 
decipher them again. 

Well, there is an easier way. Below is a short SUBMIT program to 
automatically save two pages of WordStar text. | chose two pages as 
a limit since you should be saving your work on diskette every page 
with a ~KS anyway. The intent of the program is to limit operator in- 
put as much as possible. It is simple enough that your spouse [sic] 
can use it without any knowledge of CP/M, DDT or SUBMIT. 

Type in the following program using the CP/M editor or the N op- 
tion of WordStar and name the file WSSAVE.SUB. 


XSUB 
DDT — 
M7321, 8DAA, 100 ple 
GO 

SAVE 27 WSSAVED . DOC 


The XSUB tells CP/M that commands to DDT will follow after DDT 
has been loaded. The DDT simply loads DDT into memory but does 
not erase the WordStar file already present. This is because DDT is 
loaded at 0100H address and the WordStar file is at 7321H address. 
Loading DDT wipes out the WS command file, which is stored at 
0100H, but not the letter. The following command M7321,8DAA, 100 
tells Ozzie to move (M) a block of text from memory address 7321H 
through memory address 8DAAH down to memory address 0100H. 
Once at memory address 0100H, the GO [that’s G zero] is the remote 


command to exit DDT. The SAVE 27 WSSAVED.DOC is a CP/M com- © 


mand to SAVE 27 ‘pages’ (a page is 296 bytes) to the file 
WSSAVED.DOC. This file WSSAVED.DOC has your letter and can be 
PIP’ed to any diskette and/or renamed as needed. 

How do you use this program? What | have done is use one disk- 
ette as my BDOS RECOVERY DISKETTE. lt holds this submit pro- 
gram, PIP, WASH, UNERASE and FINDBAD. | use it primarily for 
cleaning up messes. For the program to work you will also need 
- DDT.COM, XSUB.COM and SUBMIT.COM on the same diskette. 

When the BDOS ERROR comes up: 

1) Remove your WordStar Diskette from DRIVE A: 
2) Push RESET 


Page 19 


3) Put the BDOS RECOVERY DISKETTE in DRIVE A: 

4) Press RETURN 

5) At the CP/M A> type SUBMIT WSSAVE<er> 

6) Press RETURN 

/)Ozzietakesoverafier that, following your programcommandsandsav- 
ing your letter under the name WSSAVED.DOC 

8) PIP the file to another diskette and rename if desired. 

9) Use ~Y to eliminate any extraneous garbage at the end of the file. 
Remember, this program saves a fixed amount of memory regard- 
less of the length of your file. A file or program in memory above 
the original file may be saved also. 


Variations on this include: 

1) Put SUBMIT WSSAVE(cr) On #1 function key, so that you only have to 
press “1 followed by RETURN to start the program, thus eliminat- 
ing something else to remember. 

2) Modify AUTOST.COM to automatically run the program. This limits 
the disk to saving WordStar files, but is the simplest method for the 
occasional user. You merely reset, put the RECOVERY DISKETTE 
in DRIVE A:, press RETURN and sit back. 

3) Program the #2 function key for PIP B:=A:WSSAVE.DOC(cr) SO you 
can easily transfer the document back to another diskette. 

N.B. When testing the program, | brought up a two page file (this arti- 

Cle), pulled the diskette out of B: and typed “KD to create the error. 

This was fine but | couldn't figure out why | was only saving part of 

the letter and not all of it. Then | remembered that all of the file is not 

loaded when you call up a file in WordStar. You have to run through 


_ the entire file to the end with a “QC or a ~C to load it in memory, then 


the entire file is recoverable. SO, IF THE FILE WAS NOT COMPLETELY 
LOADED IN MEMORY, THE COMPLETE FILE WILL NOT BE SAVED. 
Also, parts of any previous file worked on may be in memory. 
WordStar does not replace the previous file until necessary, so you 
can have bits and pieces of longer files following the shorter file that 
you worked on last! 


Tom Riley is a member of the Central Viriginia Osborne Group, an 
Affiliated Member Organization. For information about the group, call 
804-270-9404. The address is c/o ADAPTS, 932 West Franklin 
Street, Richmond, VA, 23220. 
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Proportional Spacing 
With WordStar and 
Daisywheel Printers 
by Benjamin H. Cohen 


An article by Mark Zimmer appearing in the October 1983 issue of 
the FOGHORN disclosed that an embedded “P in a WordStar docu- 
ment toggles an experimental proportional space mode on and off for 
daisywheel printers. | tried it out. 

What | get from my Transtar 130 printer is not “true” proportional 
spacing, though it looks rather nice. The characters in proportional 
spaced text take up more or less space than those in text spaced in 
equal increments per letter. But your printed line of PS text will be just 
as long as a line of ordinary text. Each word within the line will be 
proportionally spaced, and the extra space (usually) will be put be- 
tween the words. This is especially noticeable if you use narrow text 
that is justified or when the words are heavily larded with narrow © 
letters. 

A significant improvement can be made to the appearance of — 
proportional spacing output by patching the proportional spacing ta- 
ble as outlined in the book, Proportional Spacing on Wordstar, written 
by and available from Writing Consultants, 11 Creek Bend Drive, 
Fairport, NY 14450. This “perfect bound” manual contains 31 pages 
of text about proportional spacing (including a neat trick to set up a 
double or triple column print-out that | couldn’t get to work), together 
with patch tables for Diablo and Xerox metal print wheels, Diablo 
plastic print wheels, Qume print wheels, and NEC thimbles. There are 
also sample print- outs, copies of the print wheel/thimble character 
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Date 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 11 
Jan 11 
Jan 11 
Jan 11 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 13 
Jan 14 
Jan 16 
Jan 16 


Jan 16 


Jan 16 
Jan 16 
Jan 17 
Jan 17 


Milwaukee, WI 


O;,w!/ wc] CO] COIN | DI) Oi anyon) cn] on] oy eS] SP] OW] hw] Ph] P|] PY 


Fresno, CA 
Jackson, MS 
Oberlin, OH 
Santa Maria, CA 
Stockton, CA 
sacramento, CA 
Santa Clara, CA 
Denver, CO 

W. Lafayette, IN 
Auckland, NZ 
Santa Rosa, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Wiesbaden Germany 
Lexington, KY 
Miami, FL 
Amarillo, TX 
Fayetteville, AR 
Evansville, IN 
Toronto, Ont 
Ames, IA 
Memphis, TN 
Mill Valley, CA 
Lincoln, NE 
Omaha, NE 
Oakland, CA 
Vancouver, BC 
Danbury, CT 
Clayton, MO 
Davis, CA 
Sioux City, IA 
Modesto, CA 
Medford, OR 
Maitland, FL 
Orlando, FL 
salinas, CA 
Bangkok Thailand 
Raleigh, NC 


_ Oberlin, OH 


Wenatchee, WA 
Detroit, Ml 


Edmonton, Alb 


Cincinnati, OH 
Atascadero, CA 


A.M.0. 
22-MilwOG 
35-FROG 
58-MCPM 
9-“Ob Os 
42-SMO0G 
11-S0G 
61-SOG 
1-18 FOG SV 
4-D0G 
34-HOG 
53-NZ0G 
56-No. Bay FOG 
16-GOOUG 
24-AGOG 
32-KO0G 
26-GCOUG 
28-P0G 
23-AFOG 
46-E-OSBUG 
49-TASOFOG 
12-Midwest FOG 
15-MOG 
31-M0G 
39-Lincoln LOG 
44-OACP/MUG 
3-East Bay FOG 
17-VPCC 
40-D0G 
55-SLOG 
6-DOG 
38-SO0G 
48-Tule FOG 
54-RVOG 
20-CFIOG 
16-GOOUG 
5-MBAOCUG 
36-B0G 
8-ROCC 
9-“Ob’ Os 
10-WOG 
14-DeFOG 
45-KOG 
27-COG 
47-CCOG 


Se 
7:00pm 


7:00pm 


- 6:00pm 


7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 


— 7:00pm 


7:00pm 
12:00n 
1:00pm 
2:30pm 
7:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
6:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 


7:00pm 


7:30pm 


7:30pm 


7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
1:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 


© 7:30pm 


7:00pm 
7:30pm 


hdres 


Great West Savings, 1st & Herndon 

R & D Center, 3825 Ridgewood Rd,, 5” Fl Conf Rm. 
Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 

Allstate Savings & Loan, 407 South Broadway 
Allen’s Computerland 4343 Pacific Ave. 

SMUD Training Bldg, 1708 59¢ St 

5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
CONFIRM 

Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway 

20 Kingsley Avenue 

Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Hainerberg Cafeteria 

Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 
F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 
CONFIRM | 

Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 
CONFIRM 

1A State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Way 
34th Fl., Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Rm 
West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52°¢ & St. Paul 
CONFIRM 

B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 

Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 
Preferred Utilities Mfg, 17 South St 

Mid County Library, Central & MD 

Daystar Computer Store 

Morningside Coll., Charles City Hall Rm 1014 
CONFIRM 

33 No. Central #306 

Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Blvd 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

12250 Alp Circle 

Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom _ 
CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 
Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College . 
Computer Systems Marketing, 1030 North Wenatchee 
Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 
Alberta Vocational College, 10215 — 108 Street 
Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 
Mission Savings, Chorro & Marsh 
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Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm E495, Univ. of WI 


414-691-4241 
209-683-2252 
601-366-0928 
216-775-8290 
805-937-1128 
209-475-8440 
916-422-3260 
415-856-0954 
303-934-1407 
317-743-5275 
659-738 


— 107-546-0145 


305-273-5335 
0612-213276 

606-623-1884 
305-255-7391 
806-355-7509 
501-575-2980 
812-479-5108 


416-889-2072 


515-266-8764 
901-795-5017 
415-331-3472 
402-472-1392 
402-348-0440 
415-834-9346 
604-298-6990 
203-775-1102 
314-862-6239 » 
916-756-2967 
712-252-2182 
209-578-4909 
503-482-8646 
305-298-8576 
305-273-5335 
408-722-4272 
662-311-4966 
919-782-9576 
216-775-8290 
509-884-3279 
313-471-1342 


~ 403-459-0416 


913-232-4076 
805-466-8311 




































Glty RCT Address | , Contact No. 

~ Austin, TX TD AEIOUCt~*«S: es Old Quarry Library off Far West Bk 512-837-7539 
Jani8 Oak Ridge, TN 13-SMOG 7:30pm CONFIRM 615-482-7919. 
Jan i8 Las Vegas, NV 25-V0G 6:00pm _ Las Vegas Library, 1726 East Charleston 702-452-2544 
Jan 18 Humboldt, CA 29-HOG 7:00pm Room 126 Science Bldg., Humboldt State ; 107-445-2074 
Jan 18 Dunbar, WV 59-Valley FOG 6:30pm Dunbar Public Library 304-727-6436 
Jan 18 Walnut Creek, CA | 60-Mt. DOG 7:00pm SF Federal, 1660 Olympic Blvd, Diablo Rm 415-933-2665 

3" Th Jani9 Santa Clara, CA 1-15' FOG SV 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 415-856-0954 
Jani9 — Provo, UT ~ 30-KAOS — 8:00pm _— Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 
Jan 19 College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 5:30pm A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. 3 409-845-5814 












Jani9 = Ann Arbor, MI 37-TOGA’ 7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of Mi, 1103 East Huron St 313-662-9026 
Jani9 — Tulsa, OK 51-OUT | : 7:00pm Micro Systems, 2010 South 68th East Ave 918-584-5610 
Jan 19 Richmond, VA 92-CVOG 7:00pm _ Red Cross Bldg, 4*" and Main 804-270-9404 


Jan 19 Beaverton, OR 5/-OSBUG 7:00pm — ‘Tektronix Bldg 50, Auditorium 903-642-9692 
each Th Jan19 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG ° 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-273-5335 


31 Sa Jan 21 Kenai, AK 18-PenFOG 10:00am Room V111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College : 907-262-5801 
— 4th Su Jan 22 Amarillo, TX 28-POG 2:30pm CONFIRM . | | | 806-355-7509 
Jan22 Pittsburgh, PA 50-TROG 2:30pm (Temporary) Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 412-992-5933 
4th Mi Jan 23 Mill Valley, CA 31-M0G 7:00pm CONFIRM 415-331-3472 
4th Tu Jan 24 ~~ Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 7:30pm — St. Paul’s Methodist Church, 13th & Broadway ee 316-945-8389 
Jan24 _Greenville,SC 41-POGO. 6:30pm Computer Dynamics, 1540 Wade Hampton Blvd. 803-233-3434 





Jan 24 St. Louis, MO 55-SLOG 7:00pm —‘ Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck : 314-862-6239 
4th W Jan 25 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 7:00pm Preferred Utilities Mfg, 11South St a ; 203-775-1102 


4hTh  Jan26 San Francisco, CA 2-SF FOG 7:00pm St. Aidan’s Church; Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. = = =———415-334-2851_ 
—alterTh Jan26 Maitland, FL 20-CFI0G | 7:00pm —_ Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Bivd ee a ~ 305-298-8576 
each Th Jan26 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College,Lee Road 7 305-273-5335 
last W Jan 25 Richland, WA 19-TROG 7:00pm 1776 Fowler — bal 509-375-3258 





ADVERTISEMENT | 


yn your Osborne I or 
sborne Executive 


O A realistic simulation of Casino Blackjack for one player 

[] You select options to duplicate the rules of any casino 

O Includes Pair Splitting, Double Down and Insurance 

0 Sate counters take note: Only. 
oth plus/minus and 10-count totals 

and averages appear on demand $719 5 

Including Diskette 


Send Order Form With Your Check To: and Instructions 
Marathon Computer Systems, Inc.  (CAresidents add __ 
P.O. Box 1527, San Mateo, CA 94401 sales (a) 






Initial stake:  50e.e : 
_ ere et StONGs 490.00. oe 
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sets in various type faces, and simulated install sessions for 
WordStar versions up to and including 3.0 and one for version 3.3. A 
four page index was printed after the binding of the publication and 
- is included loose. | 

| used the Diablo plastic print wheel values to patch my copy of 
WordStar for use with my Transtar 130 printer. There is a big im- 
provement over the values in the table supplied by MicroPro. The 
blank space is more evenly spaced throughout the line, rather than 
being placed between the words. The patching is not a big job and 
the procedures are clearly and comprehensively explained. For those 
with daisy wheel printers the book is highly recommended if you 
want proportionally spaced output. 
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Castle Remodeling 


by Irene Cohen 

Castile is an adventure game (found on FOG/GAM.003). You are ina 
cubic castle that measures 8x8x8 rooms. You are trying to kill mon- 
sters and accumulate treasure and gold, with the ultimate goal being 
to get the ORB OF ZOT and leave the castle. | was playing it with my 
sister and a friend, and we noticed that whenever we played it, the 
arrangement of the various rooms was the same. That wouldn't be so 
bad, except it was supposed to be different every time. It’s true, in the 
next game in the same session the castle was arranged differently, 
but it was irritating to have to quit a game and play another game 
before we had a castle we hadn’t won at (we had just won on the first 
castle). 

| realized that it probably didn’t have any place where it used the 
RANDOMIZE statement with an INKEY$ statement to get a random 
number to seed the RND function. Without the RANDOMIZE state- 
ment, the RND function generates the same random numbers. The re- 
sults are that you get the same random numbers each time, and 
therefore the same castle arrangement. | added the above features, 
so now CASTLE is truly random. If you would like to play CASTLE, | 
am giving the library a copy of my remodeled CASTLE, so shortly you 
will be able to get the revised edition from the library. If you don’t 
want to get a new copy, you can make these changes in your old 
copy. 
First, it would be very helpful to use the RENUM command in 
MBASIC so you will have room to insert all of this material without 
having to change line numbers of other lines. | didn’t search to make 
sure nothing went to these lines, so RENUMbering is safer if you 
aren't trying to make this a major project. Once you have RENUM- 
bered, you might like to go to WordStar to do the rest of the changes. 
If you do, make sure to save your RENUMbered CASTLE in ASCII 
form: after closing your quotation marks, add <,a> before hitting a 
<CR>. Then, go to WordStar and make sure to edit it under N, not D 
as you would for ordinary documents. Once you are in WordStar, sim- 
ply put in the following changes. 
After line 60, add: 
65 REM * RANDOMIZING ENHANCEMENT BY IRENE COHEN * 
(That just gives me the credit for this enhancement) 
After line 80, add: 
81 print ‘PRESS ANY KEY TO START’ ' 
82 a$=inkey$ 
83 S=S+1 
84 if s=32769! then s=-32768! 
85 if a$="" *' then 82 
86 randomize s 


Trantor Bulleti i 


VOL. XX No. XX 


KKK & 


| ADVERTISEMENT 





EXCITING NEW 


an 


Hard Disk For 
Personal 
Computers 


With Trantor’s mass stor- 
age hard disk system you 
can expand the capacity of 
your computer, giving you 


the speed, convenience 


and flexibility of more 
expensive computers. It 
offers you the advantage 
of a centralized file system 
with all data available for 
immediate access. 


e Complete with host 
adapter, cable, and 
installation diskette. 


| @ Can be configured as 


either logical drives A & 
BorC & D. 


e Disk diagnostics and 
exerciser provided, 


@ 120 day limited 
warranty. 


e Comes with extensive 
software utiltites, 
including ARKIVE! 
and DISK an cent 


Available for: 
Apple II 
Kaypro IIand 4 


| Morrow MD2 and MD3 


Multitech Mic-501 and 
Mic-504 
Osborne I and Executive 


_ Xerox 820 
5MB = $1895 
10MB $2295 
15MB $2695 
$4195 


33MB 






The WEB 


Transforms one to four 


Four Star Edition | 





Personal Computers into a | 


powerful fast network using | 


the Trantor Hard Disk. 


HARDWARE 

Z80 4MHZ Processor 

64 RAM 

4K ROM 

1 Parallel (Centronics) 
Port 

2 RS232C Serial Ports 

12” x13" x:3.5” 

15 lbs 

120/220 VAC 60/50 HZ 


SOFTWARE 
HIGHLIGHTS | 
Multiple User File-Write 
Lockout 
Printer Spooling 
Background Print 
Background Data 
Collection and Filing 
Enhanced Cache-Disk 
Operation for fast data 
access 
Electronic Mail 
Error Detection and 
Recovery 


NETWORK 

Star Configuration 

Polled 

Expandable to 16 Users 

16 BIT Parallel Interface 

25K Byte/Second Data 
Rate — 

Operates Up To 50’ 
Radius On Flat — 
Ribbon Cable 


All for only $1995 


NEW Removable 


5MB Cartridge 


Purchased with any size © 


hard disk $1395 
Retrofit at factory $1645 


87 if again=1 then 220 
After line 8300, add: 
8304 again=1 
8308 goto 81 
Good Luck and happy CASTLing: 
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TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. | 

“@& 4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I | 
|) Fremont, California 94538 | 

(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn. TNT 





All Prices Plus Applicable Tax and Shipping 


Apple, Kaypro, Morrow, Multitech, Osborne, and Xerox are 
registered trademarks of Apple Computer Corporation, Kaypro 
Corporation, Morrow Designs, Multitech Industrial Corporation, 
Osborne Computer Corporation and Xerox Corporation 
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DISK LIBRARY NEWS 
by Jim Woolley 


Responding to the many requests and suggestions received since 
double-density became available, a new procedure has been devised 
for naming the files on each library disk which describe contents of 
the disk and which list CRC checksums for the disk. Beginning this 
month, the file which previously would have been called DISK.DOC 
will instead be given the name /ccc#nnn.DOC, where ccc indicates 
the library category (e.g., GAM, UTL, APP, etc.) and nnn indicates the 
disk’s sequential number within that category. Similarly, the 
CRCKLIST.CRC file will be renamed /ccc#nnn.CRC. This will avoid 
the problem of overwriting DISK.DOC and CRCKLIST.CRC files when 
PIPing two single-density library disks to one double-density disk. 
However, please note that other filenames are occasionally du- 
plicated between disks. For example, different versions of MENU.BAS 
appear on five different disks in the Games category. Also, DISK.DOC 
and CRCKLIST.CRC files on previously installed library disks will not 
be renamed. Care should be taken when consolidating library disks 
to prevent inadvertent elimination of files with common names. Fur- 
ther discussion of this point appears in NEWS0183.LIB and 
NEWS0583.L1B. 

FOG/APP.001 and 002 contain the Osborne/McGraw-Hill General 
Ledger system. During the Spring of this year, the document 
referenced for that system was taken out of print by the publisher. H. 
Vinson Sumerlin of Sacramento, CA, states that reprints may be ob- 
tained for $20 from Vandata, 17544 Midvale Ave North, Suite 107, Se- 
attle, Washington, 98133. Phone orders referencing a charge card 
may be made by calling (800)426-5248. 

Disks introduced during the month of November include 
FOG/LIB.003 and XXX, FOG/UTL.031 thru 033, FOG/APP.028 thru 
030 and XXX, and FOG/LNG.011 thru 013. Following is a synopsis of 
DISK.DOC files from each of these new library disks: 

FOG/LIB.003 

This disk was first introduced into the library in preliminary form 
as FOG/LIB.XXX. It is now complete; therefore, sequence number 3 
has been assigned. 

M13/DISK.DOC is a copy of the DISK.DOC file for FOG/MIS.013. 
This DISK.DOC file was inadvertently missing from that disk when it 
was first introduced into the library. This file has since been added to 
its library disk. 

NEWS 1282.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
December 1982. 

NEWS0183.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
January 1983. 

NEWS0283.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
February 1983. 

NEWS0383.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
March 1983. 

NEWS0483.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
April 1983. 

NEWS0583.L/B identifies library files added during the month of 
May 1983. 

NEWS0683.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
June 1983. 

NEWS0783.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
July 1983. 


NEWS0883.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
August 1983. . 

NEWS0983.LIB identifies library files added during the month of — 
September 1983. 7 

NEWS1083.L1B identifies library files added during the month of 
October 1983. 

FOG/LIB.XXX 7 | 

NEWS1183. LIB identifies library files added during the month of | 
November 1983. | 

This disk is presently incomplete. Additional files will be. added | in 
future weeks. 

FOG/UTL.O31 

- This disk contains MODEM? 12 for the Osborne 1 submitted by By- | 
ron McKay. This version of MODEM712 should support special fea- 
tures of the Hayes Smartmodem, including autodial. NUMBERS.AQM 
is a list of phone numbers which may be modified, assembled, and 
overlayed into M/120S1. (I have not been able to test Smartmodem 
Capabilities.) If your printer interface is separate from the modem 
interface (for example, a Centronics connection off the IEEE-488 
port), pressing <CTRL-P> should toggle the printer on/off. Any 
character after ESC (which is the same as <CTRL-[>) will be trans- 
mitted as is. A logon sequence may be installed by modifying 
M7120S1.AQM, assembling, and overlaying into M7120S1.COM. 
This version will not support a BREAK signal or phone line 
disconnect. 

NSWEEP, submitted by Eric Pearson and Dave Ring, is a new ver- — 
sion of SWEEP, the generalized file maintenance utility: found on 
FOG/UTL.005 and 013. NSWEEP will automatically unsqueeze a 
squeezed file for view (on the screen) or print (on paper). Or it will 
create an unsqueezed version of a file; tt cannot squeeze yet. It will 
change certain status bits of tagged files. You may tag, find, and ~ 
rename with wildcards. And it takes up much less space for the COM 
file. 

USQNEW is a new version of USQ, the unsqueeze utility found on 
FOG/UTL.003, 004, and 014. This one takes much less space for the 
COM file. It was submitted by Eric Pearson. 

FOG/UTL.032 

The program / (pronounced slash or slant) permits entry of several 
CP/M commands on one line. Each command will be executed in 
turn as if the CP/M utility SUBMIT were being used. This program 
was received from the Denver Osborne Group (DOG). Also, see EX12 
on FOG/UTL.O15. 

DELBR, submitted by Eric Pearson, will unpack the files from a _ 
LBR file created by the Library Utility LU found on FOG/UTL.017. The 
individual files contained within filhame.LBR will be extracted and 
placed on the default drive. 

HOSTCM, submitted by Bob Scott, is an Osborne 1 smart terminal 
interface to the HOSTCM mainframe communication program distrib- 
uted by WATSOFT, Inc. Scott uses this program to upload files to an 
IBM running VM/CMS. This is an MBASIC program. 

Bob Scott also submitted ML92SET, a menu driven program for | 
Setting special character styles on an Okidata Microline 92 printer. 
(This program may also be compatible with certain other Okidata — 
Microline models, such as 82, 83, 84, and 93.) Since | do not have the 
necessary equipment, | have not been able to verify that HOSTOM 
and ML92SET function as described. 

SUPERSET will display and permit modification of the special 
function and arrow keys for the Osborne 1. The configuration of 
these keys may be saved in a file. SUBSET (as well as SUPERSET) 
will permit key values to be reset from a previously created key 


configuration file. SUPERSET will also permit redefinition of the pro- 


gram (nominally AUTOST) automatically run at boot time (cold, 
warm, or both). 
SUPERSET.CQ and SUBSET.CQ are squeezed source code files 


written in Software Toolworks C/80. SUPRSET1.COM and — 


SUBSET 1.COM are the executable command files configured for sin- 
gle-density. SUPRSET2.COM and SUBSET2.COM are the executable 
command files configured for double-density. Refer to 
SUPERSET.DOC for examples of use. These programs were submitted 


cont. on page 24 





by Dave Ring. 

X, submitted by Dal Allan, is a smaller (2K) version of XDIR. Also, 
see D on FOG/UTL.003 and 0719, DIRR on FOG/UTL.015, and 
SUPERDIR on FOG/UTL.005. 

- FOG/UTL.033 

DUMP, submitted by Chris Hill, will copy text from your Osborne 1 
screen to a file. Once the screen is copied, the resulting file may be 
printed or used as part of a WordStar document. You may wish to 
rename this program because its name is similar to CP/M utilities 
which display the hex contents of a file. 

DMPSCR performs a function similar to DUMP. An MBASIC pro- 
gram, it takes much longer to copy the screen. However, you may 
wish to incorporate the logic into your own MBASIC programs. The 
screen copy will be saved in DMPSCR.DAT on the default drive. This 
program was submitted by Jerry Silverstein, previously of the 
Osborne Users Computer Group of Houston (OUCH). It is documented 
in SILVER.DOC. Chris Hill indicates that DMPSCR was the precursor 
to DUMP. 

GRAPH, submitted by Gobind Singh Khalsa of Liverpool, NY, will 
print graphics characters from the screen to an Epson with Graftrax. 
Only graphics characters will be printed; text will be replaced by 
blanks. 

|/0-CAP was received from David Whorf of San Francisco. {t will 
capture all console 1/0 into a 2K buffer. When full, the buffer will be 
written to a file on drive A called USER.LOG. Subsequent buffer writes 
will append to that file. It currently is setup to load at 8000h; there- 

fore, it will only work in conjunction with programs requiring 32K or 
less. Refer to 1/0-CAP.DOC. 

KERMIT, submitted by T. J. Olney of Englewood, Nu, is a smart ter- 
minal communications program. It is most useful if KERMIT is used 
on both ends of the link. This program is sponsored by Columbia 
University and is becoming popular among academic groups. See 
KERMIT.DOC for additional information. 

T080 was also submitted by Chris Hill. For Osborne 1 users with 
the 80/104 column screen upgrade (SCREEN-PAC), T080 will switch 
from 52 or 104 to 80 column format. It is documented in TO80.DOC. 


TO is a generalized version of TO080. The command TO n, where n is 


02, 80, or 104, will set the screen format desired. 
FOG/APP.028 

This disk and FOG/APP.029 contain the PCFILE database manage- 
ment system written by Jim Button and submitted by Craig Chun. 
PCFILE is a complete but easy to use database system customized 
for the Osborne 1. It is well documented by the file PCFILE.DOC found 
on FOG/APP.029. 

PCSORT is a sorting routine used by PCFILE. PCEXPORT is a 
Stand-alone program to convert PCFILE database files into comma 
separated format for use with WordStar/MailMerge, BASIC, dBASE 
ll, or SDI (SuperData Interchange). 

If you find PCFILE useful, you are encouraged to send a donation 
($35 is suggested) to the author. See PCFILE.DOC for details. 

CHECK.CAL is a checkbook template for SuperCalc submitted by 
Jim Rowe. See CHECK.DOC for further information. 


FOG/APP.029 

PCFILE.DOC describes the PCFILE system contained on 
FOG/APP.028. | | 

3-DPLOT, CGPLOT, and PLOT3 are MBASIC programs submitted 
by Bob Scott. They are designed to work with the Radio Shack CGP- 
115 plotter. A description of each may be found in SCOTT.DOC. Since 
| do not have a CGP-115 plotter, | can not confirm proper function of 
these programs. INVTRIG contains arccos and arcsin inverse trig 
functions written as GOSUB routines in MBASIC. This was also 
submitted by Bob Scott and is described in SCOTT.DOC. 

Finally, Scott submitted OKIWSP.HEX, which is an assembled ver- 
sion of the WordStar patch file WSPATCH2 (found on FOG/APP.018) 


configured for the Okidata Microline 92 printer. Follow instructions | 
found in WSPATCH2.DOC on FOG/APP.018 to overlay OKIWSP.HEX 


onto your copy of WS.COM. Also, see SCOTT.DOC. Again, since | do 
not have an Okidata 92, | can not verify this file. 
WSPTCHDD, submitted by Bob Whitaker of the Raleigh (NC) 


Osborne Computer Club (ROCC), is a version of WSPATCH (found on 
FOG/APP.005) for double-density Osborne 1’s. This program will 
patch WordStar to provide a blinking cursor and automatically con- 
figured arrow keys. 

The remaining files were submitted by Art Ripley of the Oberlin, 
Ohio, ~OB~OS group. They represent another approach to patching 
WordStar for specific printer controls and other special features. 
These files, intended for use with the CP/M SUBMIT utility, are cus- 
tomized for the Okidata Microline 84 printer; however, they may be 
easily modified for other printers. Details are described in PROC.DOC, 
except that reference to WSPTCHDD is missing from that description. 

FOG/APP.030 

AMORTAB2, submitted by Benjamin H. Cohen of Chicago, is a 
SuperCalc template for loan amortization. Brief instructions are built 
into the template. Further information is contained in 
AMORTAB2.DOC. 

ELNA, submitted by Reuben Sand, is a SuperCalc template for 
stock portfolio analysis. Refer to ELNA.DOC. 

BYMAIL is a dBASE II mail list system submitted by Byron McKay. 
some of the BYMAIL files are found on this disk; the remaining files 
are on FOG/APP.XXX. The system is documented in BYMAIL.DOC. 
Since | do not have dBASE, | can not verify proper operation of this 
system. 

FOG/APP.XXX 

This disk contains the balance of files for the BYMAIL system initi- 
ated on FOG/APP.030. 

CPA, submitted by Ng Cheng Mei of Singapore, is a critical path 
analysis programmed in MBASIC. The critical path method (CPM) is a 
project scheduling tool. Also, see the PERT project evaluation and re- 
view technique programs found on FOG/APP,005 and 013. CPA is 
adapted from an article by Zimmerman and Conrad, BYTE Magazine, 
7/82, pp. 378 — 390. 

The remaining SuperCalc template files were submitted by Steven 
Dyk of Saskatchewan. CHECKBAL is an aid to balancing your per- 
sonal checkbook. HISNHERS is similar for two persons using one 
checking account. | believe that CHARGEN is supposed to facilitate 
calculation of dot graphics characters to be printed by Epson or NEC 
matrix printers, but | can not determine how to use it. (If anyone fig- 
ures this out, please drop me a note.) READ.THS documents these 
three applications; it also references a file named VISA, which was 
not received. 

This disk is preliminary. Additional files will be added in future 
weeks. 

FOG/LNG.O11 thru 013 
FOG/LNG.011 thru 013 contain the MVP-FORTH system submitted 


~ by Jim Crowell. 


MVPFORTH.DOC on FOG/LNG.O11 describes the system. 
MVPFORTH.AQM is a squeezed version of the 8080 assembly lan- 
guage source file for the public domain FORTH-79 version of FORTH 
implemented by Dr. Glen B. Haydon. AUTOST.COM is an assembled 
version of MVP- FORTH with the utility and editor “screens” loaded. 
ASMFZ80.D0C describes the Z80- assembler for FORTH written in — 
FORTH. 

FOG/LNG.012 contains SDFORTH.SCR, which is set up for use 
with MVP-FORTH on a single-density Osborne 1. See SDFORTH.DOC 
for further information. 

FOG/LNG.013 contains DDFORTH.SCR, which is set up for use 
with MVP-FORTH on a double-density Osborne 1. See DDFORTH. DOC 
for further information. 

To maintain integrity of these SCR files, one should COPY the entire 
library disk to a blank disk using COPY.COM. If PIP or SWEEP was 
used instead, follow the procedure described in the appropriate 
XDFORTH.DOC to re-establish the SCR file. 

Thanks to Jim Crowell for setting up this system on the Osborne 1 
computer. It should be noted that Bob Scott also submitted a version 
of MVP-FORTH, but his has not been installed in the library. 
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EXECUTIVE LIBRARY NOTES 


JANUARY 1984 
by Jim Switz 


Happy New Year to all of you! With winter well underway, | have an 
excuse to stay inside and get lots of things done with my Exec (yes, 
even in “sunny” California, it can get miserable outside), and am 
sure you Can do so as well. | would appreciate any and all informa- 
tion, discoveries, questions and software submissions you may have 
to help build our knowledge base and software library. With a two 
year headstart, we have a ways to go to catch up with the solidly 
established Osborne 1. | have heard estimates ranging from 8,000 to 
15,000 Executive 71’s sold so far, so we’re outnumbered as well (there 
are approximately 120,000-140,000 Osborne 1’s out there, accord- 
ing to the accounts I’ve heard). Please keep in mind, though, that we 
do not have a stand-alone machine; no doubt many of you have 
discovered that much of the Osborne 1 software library runs just fine 
on the Exec. As mentioned last month, a few key problems exist, 
however. Those programs which provide a “disk space remaining”’ 
function, such as SWEEP38 and DSKLABL1 do not perform this 
function accurately at all on the Executive; in fact the output is usu- 
ally somewhat humorous. Some of the more useful utilities (DUU, 
FINDBAD and UNERASE among them) do not work at all yet. These 
problems seem to be a result of different memory arrangement, sys- 
tem tracks and directory information on the Exec, and | would very 
much like to hear from anyone who has figured out a fix for these 
programs, so that they may be placed in the Exec library. 

My philosophy thus far, in building the Exec library, has been to 
pull what seem to be the most useful and/or popular utilities first, to 
give the Exec user a solid base of programs to use with future re- 
leases. Therefore, the first disk had MODEM? 12 files on it, and the 
second disk described below is stuffed with files such as SWEEP38, 
CRCK4 and the squeeze/unsqueeze collection. Experienced 01 own- 
ers will recognize these files, and novice Executive users should ex- 
plore their capabilities, as these programs should prove handy in the 
future. Only the most recent versions of programs from the Osborne 1 
library will be included, as long as the latest version works correctly. 
There was a new program, called NSWEEP, submitted to the 01 li- 
brary, which added squeeze/unsqueeze functions to the SWEEP pro- 
gram, as well as taking up considerably less space on the disk. 
Unfortunately, this program has some problems with the directory in- 
formation when running on the Executive, and so SWEEP38 has 
been put in the library instead. Of course, any of the “problem” pro- 
grams which are fixed will be promptly added to the Exec library. 

Please note that the electronic index disk -FOG/EX1.NDX, de- 
scribed last month, is updated and re-released with each batch of 
additions to the library. For a current listing of the library on disk, be 
Sure to copy the latest release date of this disk. As is the policy with 
the 01 library, all other disks placed in the library will remain un- 
changed after their release. Any updates, bug fixes or revisions will 
be released on subsequent disks. The only exception to this will be 
the removal of any files which are discovered to be proprietary and 
which were placed in the library inadvertently (obviously, FOG takes 
pains to avoid this problem, and such occurrences are not 
anticipated). 

| certainly don’t intend to concentrate on utilities exclusively, and 
will be checking out and including applications, games and the other 
types of files on the library disks. In this respect, | welcome sugges- 
tions from Osborne 1 users about the gems hiding in the library 
which | may temporarily overlook, and which should be added post- 
haste. Eventually, it is my intention to have all the functioning 01 pro- 
grams in the Exec library. Periodically, | will compile and publish lists 
of those nonfunctioning programs for which fixes have not yet been 
found, in the hope of presenting a challenge to the hackers out there. 

Due to the relative newness of the Executive and the leadtime for 
this column, not a lot of new (i.e. not already in the 01 library) pro- 
grams have been submitted to the Exec library yet, but DSKLABL1 
and DBSQUASH are new to FOG this month, and MODEM/ 12 was re- 
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leased to both libraries more or less simultaneously. As | don’t own 
an Osborne 1 (at least not yet), | have no easy way to check whether a 
program written for the Executive will work on the 01, so | encourage 
071 owners to play with the Exec library, and let Jim Woolley or myself 
know what works, so that the program will be included in the 01 li- 
brary as well. Incidentally, Jim Woolley and | work more or less in- 
dependently on our respective libraries, so new releases may not 
necessarily show up simultaneously in the two libraries. We do see 
each other at almost every meeting of the 1st FOG of Silicon Valley, 
however, and I'll try to stay in contact with him regarding the latest 
hot stuff. | 

So, keep in touch, and I'll do the same. We’re off to a good start, | 
think, but only with your help will | be able to communicate to you 
FOG members, the important information and software we need to get 
the most out of our machines. 

This month, the Executive library doubles in size with the addition 
of -FOG/EX1.002. 

-FOG/EX1.002 

DISK DOCUMENTATION 
NOTES: Several files on this disk have been ‘“‘squeezed” to save 
space on the disk. They can be identified by the Q as the middle char- 
acter of the filetype; i.e. SQUEEZER.DQC is the squeezed version of 
SQUEEZER.DOC. See below for a summary description of how to use 
TYPE17.COM (to temporarily view or print a Squeezed file) and USQ- 
19.COM (to recreate the original, unsqueezed, file). Complete docu- 
mentation on the squeezing /unsqueezing process can be found, as it 
turns out, on SQUEEZER.DQC (of course you have to unsqueeze it 
first!). 

Portions of the text below have been “‘lifted” from DISK.DOCs orig- 
inally written by Jim Woolley for the Osborne 1 versions of some of 
these files. | am indebted to him for saving me some work, and since | 
will no doubt continue doing this in the future, will probably buy him 
a beer some day. 

CRCK4.COM permits verification of file transfer activities, and may 
be used to check the integrity of any file on this disk, by invoking 
CRCK4.COM and checking the resulting output against the file 
CRCKLIST.CRC on this disk (this and all future disks in the Executive 
library will have a CRCKLIST.CRC file). Refer to CRCK4.DOC for 
information. 

-DBSQUASH.COM, submitted by Gregory Dahl, compresses dBasell 
XXXXXXXX.CMD files into smaller but still executable versions which 
will run faster as well (the original .CMD file is preserved). Docu- 
mentation is to be found in DBSQUASH.DOC; DBSQUASH.BAS is 
source code written in BASIC which can be modified if desired, but 
which will run considerably slower. 

DSKLABL1.COM will prepare ‘‘Avery’” type labels of the various 
files on a disk. It was submitted by Dennis McFerran and is con- 
figured for an Epson (or clone) printer. The source code in assembly 
language, DSKLABL1.ASM, is provided to customize the program or 
configure it for other printers, and instructions are provided in 
DSKLABL1.DOC. | am using this program to prepare the labels for the 
Executive library disks, and am grateful to Dennis for his assistance 
in modifying the program for use on my Mannesmann Tally MT 160 
printer. When | get my changes smoothed out and documented, | will 
place this modified version in the library. Note that the “free space” 
function of the program does not work correctly on the Executive, 
and should either be ignored or removed from the .ASM file and 
recompiled. | 


INUSE11 types INUSE on the console to warn others not to disturb” 


the function in process. To use, place INUSE11.COM in drive A. At the 
A> prompt, type: | 
INUSE 
The program is self-prompting. For help, type: 
INUSE/? 


Also, see INUSE11.D0C. 
SORT.COM was received from the Osborne Users Group (OUG) of the 
Washington D.C. area. 
SORT will sort a file into ASCII order, line by line, where each line is 
terminated by <CR> (Carriage Return). Place SORT.COM in drive A. 
cont. on page 26 
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At the A> prompt, type: 

SORT fildeser1 fildeser2 
where fildescr1 represents the file to be sorted and fildescr2 repre- 
sents the resulting sorted file. Each fildescr should be of the form 
d:filename.typ. 

$Q-16.COM, USQ-19.COM and TYPE17.COM were submitted by 
Byron McKay of FOG. 

Files may be squeezed/unsqueezed using SQ-16, USQ-19,and 
TYPE17/, which are updated versions of the squeeze /unsqueeze utili- 
ties. SQ and USQ are run by placing the .COM file in drive A. At the 
A> prompt, type: 





SQ-16 F1F2F3... 
or 

USQ-19 F1F2F3... 
Each Fi is a file description like d:filename.typ where d: (optional) is 
the drive containing filename.typ to be squeezed or unsqueezed. 
Wildcards (? or “) may be included in the file description. For 
additional options, see SQUEEZER.DQC on this disk by using 
TYPE17.COM or USQ-19.COM as follows: 

First, use PIP or SWEEP to copy the file SQUEEZER.DQC to a disk 
with at least 40 K space remaining. 

Place a disk containing TYPE17 or USQ-19 in drive A, and log onto 
drive B. At the B> prompt, type: 

A:TYPE17 B:SQUEEZER.DQC <cr> [to view the file on the 
console] 

or 

A:USQ-19 B:SQUEEZER.DQC<cr> [to. recreate the file 
SQUEEZER.DOC on the B drive, for later viewing or printing (note that 
this does not erase SQUEEZER.DQC).] 

SWEEP38.COM is the latest version of SWEEP, one of the most use- 
ful file management and disk maintenance programs around. Com- 
plete documentation is to be found in SWEEP.DOC, which was written 
for SWEEP36; the differences between the two versions are not 
apparent to me. Note that the “space remaining” function, as on 
DSKLABL1, does not function correctly on the Executive, and should 
be ignored. The “space used’ and all other functions appear to work 
fine, and a mental subtraction will give you space remaining informa- 
tion (the Executive and Osborne 1 double density format holds 184k 
formatted). 

TYPE17 will display on the screen one or a group of ASCII text files, 
Squeezed or unsqueezed. That is, if the file specified is a squeezed 
file, such as NECSET.AQM, the file will be displayed in its unsqueezed 
form. TYPE17 produces 7-bit ASCII with bit 8 set to zero (as in PIP 
option Z), so WordStar Document mode files are readable. Screen 
displays are blocked in groups of 24 lines; however, this blocking is 
inconsistent when several files are to be displayed during one ses- 
sion. To use, place TYPE17.COM in drive A. At the A> prompt, type: 

TYPE17 F1 Fe F3 ... where each Fi is a file description as described 
above. | 

UMPIRE provides hardware diagnostics for the Osborne. Refer 
to its .DOC file. 

---- NOTE: After UMPIRE was released, but before preparation of 
this column, it was pointed out to me that this program does not 
work exactly as advertised. It seems to correctly check memory, but 
the ~C, “S and ~K commands apparently do not work on the Exec. It 
is necessary to use the RESET button to stop the program. P.S. The 
program will run in a loop, repeating tests, until RESET is pressed, 
and it is fairly slow, so be patient. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 





Why? 


* So you have easy access to all your printers 
capabilities from inside of WordStar. 

¥ No need to run a BASIC program to set-up 
your printer. 


¥ Helps you save your sanity from trying to 
figure out how to patch WordStar yourself 
or from magazine articles. 


Printerizers go far beyond those magazine 
patches, using an installer that is VERY easy to 
run. They add from0 to 5K to WS. COM, depending 
on the printer selected. The specifics of what will 
be gained vary from printer to printer, but they all 
have the same goal in common: 


“Give the user easy access to every 
useful capability of his printer.” 


| Some Printerizations(notably Epson and Gemini 

| || require HexPrintR to access some of the printer's 
less frequently used options. Call orwrite(specify- 
ing your printer for details. 





HexPrintR changes the WordStar printer 
control character “ R into a‘Hex-Printer’ func— 
tion. 


For example: 
AR10, 15, 20 “RK 


||| in a file printed by WordStar with HexPrintR 


installed into it would send the same thing to the 
printer as the BASIC program statement: 


LPRINT CHR$(10) ; CHRS(15) ; CHRS(20) ; 
HexPrintR is available in a variety of disk formats. 


PRINTERIZERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR: 


O Epson FX printer O Epson w/Graftrax 80 


C1 MX80-111 / MX100-111 / Any w/Graftrax Plus 


1} GO MX100 w/o Graftrax  OMX80 w/o Graftrax 


O Gemini 10X or 15X 

O IDS Prism / Microprism O Okidata 82A/ 83A 
O Okidata 92 / 93 or 84 Step 2 . 
0 Brother HR-1 or Comrex CR-1 — 

O C. Itoh Prowriter | or I 


O NEC PC-8023A C) Other DMP-85 printer 


in the following disketter formats: 
O Kaypro O Osborne 


0 Printerizer: $35.00 
O with HexPrintR: $55.00 
QO HexPrintR only: $39.00 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 


Prices include U.S. or Canadian First Class mail 
delivery. California residents add 6% sales tax 
Overseas orders pay in US funds adding $4 
shipping. Payment may be by money order, check, 
Visa orMastercard.UPS COD add $4, 2nd Day 
UPS COD add $6. Please include phone number 


1| with order. Both Printerizers and HexPrintR work 


with versions 2.26, 3.0 and3.3 of WordStar under 
CP/M and CP/M Plus. 

Trademarks: HexPrintR and Printerizer, C | Software; 
Prowriter, C. Itoh Electronics, WordStar, MicroPro 


| Corporation; Graphtrax, Epson America 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Your Osborne | 
I ME 








... Here’s what it can do for you: 


*Automatically load time and date into system RAM on boot-up. 

(the time and date is always kept current) 

*Print the time or date on any document or report at the time of printing. 

*Display the current time on your Osborne screen. | 

(regardless of the program you are running) 

*Start any program at a specified time or date 

(for real time control, automatic modem operation, etc.) 

*Time and Date stamp your files automatically 

(if you work with a lot of files, this feature alone is a must as it allows you to see when your files were created and last 
changed; essential for proper backup) 


The Hardware... 


The clock is cleverly designed and assembled to fit right inside your IEEE 488 port, with just the gold plated output 

connector showing. You can plug it right in, and still use the port for your Centronics printer, IEEE 488 device, or 

Drive C. When it’s time to go portable, unplugging your printer becomes much easier with the outboard connector, 

yet you can still fold your keyboard up with the clock in place. The clock uses no Osborne power, lasts over one year 
on the battery provided, and fits all models and upgrades of the Osborne I. 


The Software... 


In addition to those features already mentioned, the included diskette software includes several programs and 
utilities that make it easy to access the clock through MBASIC, CBASIC, WORDSTAR, SUPERCALC and other 
programs. Up to sixtieth of a second resolution is possible for timing and other functions. Sophisticated MAIL- 
MERGE lists and SUPERCALC project schedules may be generated easily using the DATMERGE utility provided. 
The time and date is always available in binary, BCD and ASCII formats in RAM, and the ASCII time and date 
formats are software selectable to all popular American and European styles. You can get software updates when 
they are available for only a small handling fee, or you can use our automatic modem update service to get them free. 


Special Offer 


Order your RT-60A before February 29, 1984 and receive $10.00 off the regular $89.95 price. 


only... 





... plus $5.00 shipping and handling 


To order, send check or money order (sorry, no charges) for $84.95 total, or order COD at no extra charge by mail 
or phone. Foreign orders add $15.00; Arizona residents add 5% sales tax. Please allow four weeks for delivery. 





JG Communications Please sernd me RT-60A(s}. 
2025 S. Craycroft, Suite 217 Enclosed find check for a 
Tucson, Arizona 8571] O Please send my order COD 


(602) 578-0490 
Name. ie ee 
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MORROW MORROW MORROW MORROW MORROW MORROW MORROW 
MORROW 

Steve Reed is very sorry that he could not get a Morrow Interest 
Column into this month’s FOGHORN. Any Morrow computer user [or 
anyone !] that wants more information about using Morrow comput- 
ers or contributing to a “Interest Column’ may call Steve at (312) 
764-5828 or send a note to the FOG OFFICE (see the address else- 
where in this issue). 

eek &# & & & 


PROLOG Interest 

PROLOG is the language which has been chosen by the Japanese 
as the official language of the Japanese Super Computer Olympics 
which will play against it’s arch economic rival, the U.S.A. in the mid- 
1990’s. PROLOG was used at Stanford University for MYCIN, an “‘ex- 
pert assistance’ program for diagnosing blood disorders and 
prescribing appropriate antibiotics, and was the basis of Stanford 
Research Institute’s PROSPECTOR, which has been successful in 
translating geologic data into successful mining ventures. PROLOG 
is available in a micro-version called MicroPROLOG 3.0, published by 
Logic Programming Associates of London. 

PROLOG is fascinating, in that it treats a middle-ground between a 
data-base manager and a software program. Of particular interest to 
this writer is the fact that both arguments (variables) and relation- 
ships can be open-ended character strings, and that arguments 
containing words, such as this sentence, can be addressed, and Se- 
lected for query. It is concerned more directly with logic and rela- 
tional analyses than the crunching of numbers, which after all is the 
domain of the more traditional software programs. 

Another way of looking at PROLOG is to compare it to a spread 
sheet such as SuperCalc. In spread sheet’s, the row titles and the 
column headers are constants which define the cells, and the con- 
tents of the cells will accordingly vary along some quantitative 
dimension. In PROLOG, the basic input structure is a sentence, 
wherein the first argument is analogous to the row header, the sec- 
ond argument corresponds to the cell quantity and the column 
header can be compared to the relationship. In a typical PROLOG 
Statement such as ‘‘Henry7 is-the-father-of Henry8”’ or “X is-the-fa- 
ther-of Y’’, the only constant is the relationship; “‘is-the-father-of” 
Both arguments may be varied in entry and in query. Unlike a 
spreadsheet, where only the cell contents may vary, in PROLOG, both 
arguments may vary, and there is even a sneaky way of implying new 
meanings to the relationships. For instance, a ‘rule’ ‘‘X is-the-par- 
ent-of Y if X is-the-father-of Y” and ‘‘X is-the-parent-of Y if X is-the- 
— mother-of Y’” combine to allow us to ask questions about who is 
whose “parent’’. Hierarchies of relationships including Ancestors, 
Descendants, Sisters, Aunts, and so-forth, can be built and tested 
using this fascinating language. | 

| am interested in starting a PROLOG user’s group. My purpose is 
four-fold: (1) to work through the Primer which accompanies the pro- 
gram (and correct the text) (2) to understand the differences between 
version 2.2 and 3.0, and the new features available under 3.0 (3) to 
understand how to translate query results into “expert assistance” 
programs (4) to ‘‘work through” Kowalski’s book on the Predicate 
Calculus, the theoretical underpinings of PROLOG. 

lf anyone is interested in joining with me in this, admittedly arcane, 
adventure, please contact me at (415) 861-2431 and we will try to set 
a meeting time. 


Oh, MicroPROLOG operates under CP/M, and the program was 
configured directly for Osbornes. 
Gerald Stinson 
san Francisco, CA 
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WESTCHESTER OSBORNE GROUP MEETING | 
Wednesday, Jan 11, 1984 at 7:00pm at Yonker’s Armory, 127 N. 
Broadway (just north of city hall). Call Gene Nelson’s answering ma- 
chine at 914-747-2110 to confirm meeting if the weather is bad. Gene 
and Carl Hane will be talking about the use of the Osborne 1 modem 
and the latest OCC rumors will be traded. Also, a discussion of the 
telephone company’s plan to divide up NY state into 6 zones. Please 

call if you wish to. bring some beverages or light snacks. 
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CONTACTS 


AFFILIATED MEMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS (A.M.O.’s) 


The following groups have formally affiliated with FOG. Many more 
groups are in the process of affiliating. Groups which affiliate receive 
25% of each member’s dues which is intended to help the group fi- 
nance a local copy of the FOG disk library. Affiliation also enables 
faster delivery of the newest additions to the library. Other material, 
including some of the back issues of the Portable Companion, is being 
sent to the A.M.0. groups as it is gathered. 

We also have information about many other groups throughout the 
world. Any person sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 
a description of their geographic area will be given the name(s) and 
address(es) of the group(s) nearest them. If you know of a group that 
may not be listed with FOG, please send any details available to you. 
We would like to know the names and addresses of the officers; time, 
date, and place of meetings; contact phone numbers; and any other 
details that will assist us in referring others to the group. 

1. First FOG of Silicon Valley (1' FOG SV) 
P. 0. Box 51432 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(415) 856-0954 


2. San Francisco FOG (SF FOG) 
1662 — 11th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 334-2851 


3. East Bay FOG 
307 Elmwood Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94610 
(415) 834-9346 


4. Denver Osborne Group (DOG) 
P. 0. Box 27826 
Denver, CO 80227 
(303) 934-1407 


5. Monterey Bay Area Osborne Computer Users Group (MBAOCUG) 
650 Lewis Road 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408) 722-4272 
6. Davis Oshorne Group (DOG) 
1706 Pole Line Road 
Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 756-2967 


& 
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7. Austin Enclave of Independent Osborne Users (AEIOU) 
P. 0. Box 1413 
Austin, TX 78767 
(512) 837-7539 
8. Raleigh Osborne Computer Club (ROCC) 
3256 Lewis Farm Road 
Raleigh, NC 27607 
(919) 782-9576 


9. Oberlin Osborne Users Group ( Ob” Os) 
Houck Computing Center Oberlin College 
Oberlin, OH 44074 
(216) 775-8290 


10. Wenatchee Osborne Group (WOG) 
211 Ridgemont Drive 
East Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(509) 884-3279 


11. Stockton Osborne Group (SOG) 
8440 Solano Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95209 
(209) 473-8440 


12. Midwest FOG 
4000 East Tiffen 
Des Moines, IA 50317 
(515) 266-8764 


13. Smokey Mountain Osborne Group (SMOG) 
Educational Computing Center 
136 Fairbanks Road 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(615) 482-7919 


14. Detroit FOG (DeFOG) 
c/o 21779 Lundy 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48024 
(313) 471-1342 


15. Memphis Osborne Group (MOG) 
5007 Lake Valley Cove #901 
Memphis, TN 38115 
(901) 795-5017 


16. Greater Orlando Osborne Users Group (GOOUG) 
5335 Tribune Drive 
Orlando, FL 32806 
(305) 273-5335 
17. Vancouver Portable Computer Club (VPCC) 
P. 0. Box 80621 
Burnaby, BC V5H 3Y1 
CANADA 
(604) 298-6990 


18. Peninsula FOG (PenFOG) 
c/o Allen Houtz 
Kenai Peninsula Community College 
P. 0. Box 848 
soldatna, AK 99669 
(907) 262-5801 
19. Three Rivers Osborne Group, WA (TROG) 
~ P.O. Box 1522 
Richland, WA 99352 
(509) 375-3258 


20. Gentral Florida Osborne Group (CFIOG) 
7106 Keel Court 
Orlando, FL 32811 
(305) 298-8576 


21. Osborne Portable Enthusiasts of Kansas (OPEK) 
1727 Womer Drive 
Wichita, KS 67203 
(316) 945-8389 


2c: 


24. 


20. 


26. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


39. 


36. 


Milwaukee Osborne Group (MilWOG) 
814 Ridgeway Drive 

Pewaukee, WI 53072 

(414) 691-4241 

Arkansas FOG (AFOG) 

232/ West Berry 

Fayetteville, AR 72701 

(501) 575-2980 


American German Osborne Group (AGOG) 
c/o Robert McDowell | 
Mecklenburgerstr. 24 

6200 Wiesbaden-Nordenstadt 

WEST GERMANY 

0612-213276 


Vegas Oshorne Group (VOG) 


~ 1960 Miner Way 


Las Vegas, NV 89104 
(702) 452-2544 


Gold Coast Osborne Group (GCOG) 
9352 S.W. 182nd Street 

Miami, FL 33157 

(305) 255-7391 


Cincinnati Oshorne Group (COG): 
6404 Coffey Street . 
Cincinnati, OH 45230 

(513) 232-4076 

Panhandle Oshorne Group (PHOG) 
3028 NE 26th Street 

Amarillo, TX 79107 

(806) 355-7509 


Humboldt Osborne Group (HOG) 
315 P Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 

(707) 445-2074 


KayPro Osborne User Group (KAQS) 
1093 West 320 South 

Orem, UT 84057 

(801) 225-8293 


Marin Osborne Group (MOG) 
P. 0. Box 294 

Sausalito, CA 94966-0294 
(415) 892-2713 


Kentucky Oshorne Group (KOG) 
109 Kinkead Hall 

University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506 

(606) 623-1884 


Al Khobar Osborne Group (AIKOG) 

c/o Jim Pace — Halliburton Company 
Aramco 

P. 0. Box 2319 

Dhahran, 

SAUDIA ARABIA | 


Hoosier Osborne Group (HOG) 
1120 Ravina Road 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 
(317) 743-5275 


Fresno Osborne Group (FROG) 
P. 0. Box 127 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

(209) 683-2252 


Bangkok Osborne Group (BOG) 
P. 0. Box 11-213 

Bangkok 101710 

THAILAND 

(662) 3114966 


cont. on page 30 








37. The Osborne Group of Ann Arbor (TOGA’) 
1500 Plymouth Road Apt. 38 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
(313) 662-9026 


38. Siouxland Osborne Group (SLOG) 
P. 0. Box 2193 
Sioux City, IA 51104 
(712) 252-2182 


39. Lincoln Local Osborne Group (Lincoln LOG) 
3859 Dudley 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
(402) 472-1392 | 
40. Danbury Osborne Group (DOG) 
23 Crestview Drive 
Brookfield, CT 06804 
(203) 775-1102 


41. Piedmont Owner's Group of Osbornes (POGO) 
201 East North Street 
Greenville, SC 29601 
(803) 233-3434 


42. Santa Maria Osborne Group (SMOG) 
325 Poppinga Way 
santa Maria, CA 93455 
(805) 937-1128 


43. Aggie Non-profit Osborne Group (AGENOG) 
Texas Transportation Institute 
A & A Building — Texas A & M University 
College Station, TX 77843 
(409) 845-5814 


44. Omaha Area CP/M Users’ Group (OACP/MUG) 
1413 Saint Raphael Street 
Bellevue, NE 68005 
(402) 348-0440 


45. Klondike Osborne Group (KOG) 
Suite 1840 Sunlife Place 
10123 — 99 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1 
CANADA 
(403) 459-04 16 


46. Evansville Osborne Users’ Group (Evansville OSBUG) 
1621 North Alvord Blvd. 
Evansville, IL 47711 
(812) 479-5108 


47. Central Coast Osborne Group (CCOG) 
4580 Yerba 
Atascadero, CA 93422 
(805) 466-8311 


48. Tule FOG Computer Club (Tule FOG) 
P. 0. Box 4561 
Modesto, CA 95352 
(209) 578-4909 


49. Toronto and Southern Ontario FOG (TASOFOG) 
411 Shaw Street 
Toronto, Ontario M6J 2X4 
CANADA | | 
(416) 889-2072 


50. Three Rivers Oshorne Group, PA (TROG) 
P. 0. Box 17306 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15235 
(412) 922-5933 


51. Osborne Users of Tulsa (OUT) 
suite 205 1612 South Main 
Tulsa, OK 74119 
(918) 584-5610 


02. 


3. 


O4. 


00. 


06. 


of. 


08. 


39. 


60. 


61. 


Central Virginia Osborne Group (CVOG) 
c/o ADAPTS 

932 West Franklin Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 

(804) 270-9404 


New Zealand Osborne Group (NZOG). 
c/o Brian C. Jones 

P. 0. Box 6210 

Auckland 4 

NEW ZEALAND 

649-659-738 

Rogue Valley Osborne Group (RVOG) 
986 Glenwood Drive 

Ashland, OR 97520 
503-482-8646 


St. Louis Osborne Group (SLOG) 
c/o P. McNeer Dillon 

7058 Lindell Blvd. 

St, Louis, MO 63130 
314-862-6239 

North Bay FOG 

3274 Holland Drive 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707-546-0145 


Portland Oshorne Business Users Group (OSBUG) 
P. 0. Box 4703 

Portland, OR 97208 

503-642-9692 


Micro Computer Programmers of Mississippi (MCPM) 
c/o Jackson Stereo Service 

4643 McWillie Drive 

Jackson, MS 39206 

601-366-0928 


Kanawha Valley First Osborne Group (Valley FOG) 
2612 Forrestal Avenue 

st. Albans, WV 25177 | 

304-727-6436 


Nit. Diablo Osborne Group (Mt. DOG) 
730-A Bancroft Road 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 © 
415-933-2665 


Sacramento Osborne Group (SOG) 
3218 Root Avenue 

Carmichael, CA 95608 
916-422-3260 
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LOOKING FOR LOCAL GROUPS? 


For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or other local 
group(s) nearest you, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 


rsa ee eee eee 


First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P. 0. Box 3474 

Daly City, CA 94015-0474 

United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 
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NUEVO ELECTRONICS INTRODUCES 


AN 80 COLUMN DISPLAY 


aka YOUR OSBORNE ONE 
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: ee ae saseeetesesestssteseseassecssenesssunesesssevevsosscseevessensscassesseeeses 


| OW) EIGHTY. COLUMN ‘STANDARD ‘DISPLAY, Pe 
- (2) PROGRAMMABLE BAUD RATE GENERATOR ue tas 50 10 13, ck +BRUD), 
(3) FULL SCREEN REVERSE VIDEO CAPABILITY (JUMPER SELECT). 


(5) CURSOR PROGRAMMABLE FOR FAST. Su, OR NO BLINK, ' 
(6) REVERSE VIDEO BLOCK CAPABILITY. (INSTEAD OF UNDERLINE ; JUMPER SELECT). 


+ (7) COMPOSITE VIDEO OUTPUT FOR EXTERNAL HOKITOR| (MO. HORE ADAPTERS). 
a SIMPLE USER INSTALLATION. ee ee 


(4) CURSOR PROGRAMMABLE AS UNDERLINE OR REVERSE VIDEO BLOCK. as ae 





Ae tisal Size hole of 80 onan vieutade Installed In Osborne One 


The 80 Column Upgrade by Nuevo Electronics features a HIGH RESOLUTION 80 column display and more! Like an easy to 
see block cursor, either blinking or steady, instead of an underline that is sometimes hard to find. Like reverse video 
capability by means of asimple jumper connection. Even an optional baud rate generator covering 50 to 19.2 K baud in 16 
steps.” 

All of this and more in a board that is “transparent” to the rest of the computer. None of the Osborne One's original features 
are lost. A composite video output provides a simple direct connection (no adapters required) to an external monitor that 
displays in 80 columns automatically. The internal monitor may be made to display in either 52 or 80 columns. 

The character set is identical to the original, including the graphics characters. All capabilities of the standard 52 column 
display such as dim, horizontal and vertical scrolling and the underline cursor are retained. Additional features include 
blinking cursor and jumper selectable reverse video. 

Installation of the board is simple. No soldering is required. Complete and well documented | instructions are included. 


THE 80 COLUMN UPGRADE IS ONLY seni 


*Add $30 for optional baud rate generator. Installation requires minimal desoldering/soldering. 


.. NUEVO ELECTRONICS 


CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 209 
RICHMOND, TEXAS 77469 


(713) 499-4531 


When ordering specify Rev. 1.3. or 1.4__. Check, Money Order, C.O.D.'s accepted. Personal 
checks please allow 2-3 weeks for shipment. Texas residents add 4% sales tax. 


90 DAY WARRANTY 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
DOUBLE DENSITY UPGRADE WILL BE RELEASED SOON! 
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Gorrection Regarding -- 
Copying “DELETED” Records 
by Mark Scaramella 


Avery important line was omitted from my article in the November 
FOGHORN. After you SET ALTERNATE OFF, you must stil! close the file. 
There are a couple of ways to do this but the best is to SET ALTERNATE 
TO <er>. By using the command without a filename, you force 





db 





ASE Il User Function Keys 


by William J. Bean 

In his excellent review of ‘“Smartkey’”’, Andrew Gottlieb mentioned 
that the Osborne user function keys do not work with dBase II. Ac- 
tually they work fine for entering data (APPEND mode), but in the 
command mode, every other character is lost. A simple solution is to 
program the function keys with the desired commands, but with a 
space after each character. The spaces will be lost and the proper 
command executed. With a large database for journal articles, | use: 


(ctrl1)0=D ISP (cr) 

(ctrl)7=C ONT ‘cr? 

‘ctrl8=LOCA .-FOR AUTHOR=° 
(ctrl)9=DISP° NEXT 6 (cr) 


NOTE: You need 3 spaces between words). The ‘DISP NEXT 6’ is 
particularly useful since each record in this database takes four lines 
on the screen. The only problem is that each space counts as one of 
your 96 available characters, so you will run out quickly. 

xe &@ & & RB SR 


dBASE to close the file. The other way to do this is to quit dBASE to 
CP/M and then return to dBASE. 

Having uSed either of the methods for closing the file, you continue 
exactly as represented in the November article. (The next step is to 
COPY STRUCTURE TO ARCHIVE.) 


#2 8 & & & & 
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DOUBLE DENSITY: From 184K per drive to 770K per drive. From $195°, All new systems 


allow upgrade to larger capacity drives. 
DOUBLE DENSITY SPECIAL: 920K for only $550°, including a new disk drive allowing 35% 
faster disk operation. 
80 COLUMNS AND MORE: 52/80 columns; inverse video & character; split screen; blinking 
cursor; extended character set: 1/4, 1/2, 3/4 and full intensity. $250, 


35+ formats and user-installaoble formats. Allows you to read, | 
write and format IBM, RADIO SHACK, TELEVIDEO and 30 other leading 
microcomputer formats $75°, 


DISK EMULATOR: 


IBM-PC UPGRADE: An 8088 16 bit Processor Board. 128K OR 256K memory. IBM-PC 


emulator. Includes CP/M 86%, MS-DOS*, IBM-PC DOS* and RAM DISK 
operating systems. From $650°°, 


Phone or write for our new catalog and price list on these and other Osmosis products. 


Y » P.O. Box 971, Pacifica, California 94044, (415) 355-4848 


*CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research Inc. MS DOS is a trademark of Microsoft, Inc. IBM is a trademark of International Business Machines. 





Portuguese characters 


by Hanns V. Trostli 

| bought an Epson FX80 for use with my Osborne 1 and am highly 
Satisfied with it. It is a big improvement on the model MX and the op- 
eration manual is very complete and explicit. There are 64 print 
modes plus proportional spacing, special characters for several for- 
eign languages, possibility to design special signs or forms or graph- 
ics or characters etc. 

| live in Brazil and need 15 special characters — accent combina- 
tions. These can be obtained in different ways. The simplest would 
be to backspace when putting an accent over a vowel, however — 
and this is a drawback — the backspacing does not always work 
properly. By trial and error | have found a solution that works to my 
satisfaction and as others may be interested in it, | shall describe it 
and would welcome comments and questions from any reader. 

First of all | must explain that | have HexPrintR (C.1. Software, Suite 
E149, 1388 Garnet Ave., San Diego, CA 92189) installed on my 
WordStar and find it very practical for all instructions to the printer. | 
formed all 15 signs in the manner explained on page 3-38 of the man- 
ual and loaded the characters into the Download Character Generator 
set as explained on page 3-59. For selection and deselection of the 
special characters | use the codes given on page 3-36 and put them 
on Special Function Keys- ~P’ R27N,37,1,0° PR and 
“P°R27N,37,0,0° PR respectively. (The latter can be written 
~P°r27N,37,,, PR — the zeros don’t have to be explicit. Note also 
that the program on page 3-39 does not correspond to the drawing on 
page 3-38 but gives a similar result.) 

Aword of caution: the codes to the printer are indicated by Epson 
as decimal numbers, but there are other characters and letters that 
have to be translated into numbers. ESC % 10 has to be translated 
into 27,37,1,0. See table F-1. 

In order to obtain these characters | made a file “DL” which starts 
with: ~P°R27N,58,0,0,0°P°R (I use the WordStar convention: ~ 
means “‘control’’). Then come the characters whose formation | give 
here so that those interested may copy them: 


& =P R27N,38,0,64,64, 139,4, 10,32, 138,96, 10,32,28,2,0,0 


=k 


> 


OND 
eS 


=" PER2Z7,38,0,91, 91,139,4, 10,32, 10,96, 138,32,28,2,0,0° P” R 
“P°R27,38,0,94,94, 139,4, 10,96, 10, 160, 10,96,28,2,0,0° PR 
~P°R27 ,38,0,60, 60, 138,68, 138,32, 138,32,74,32,92, 130,0,0 


Rae 
aise 
=) 
te nae 
I I 


“P°R27,38,0, 123, 123, 139,28,34,8,34,72, 162,8,34,24,0,0 — 


I 


> 


goa. 
sw 


a =" P”R27,38,0,35,35, 139,28,34,72,34, 136,34,72,34,24,0,0 


» 


> 
eS) 


="P°R27,38,0,42,42, 139,0,34,0,62,64, 130,0,0,0,0,0 PR 
~P~R27,38,0,96,96, 139,0,98,0, 190,0,66,0,0,0,0,0° PR 
“P°R27,38,0,93,93, 139,0,28,34,0,98, 128,34,28,0,0,0° PR 
“P°R27,38,0, 124,124, 139,0,28,98,0, 162,0,98,28,0,0,0° PR 
P°R27,38,0,62,62, 139,0,92, 162,0, 162,64 ,34,92, 128,0,0 


ee eee 


ooh, aaoh 
=~ O0OON 
a ee 


“PR 

12. ci ="PR27,38,0, 126, 126, 139,0,60,0,2,64, 130,0,60,2,0,0, PR 
13. ° ="P°R27,38,0,95,95, 139,0,60,0,66, 128,66,0,60,2,0,0° PR 
14. = *P*R27,38,0, 125, 125, 139,0,60, 128,2,0,2, 128,60,2,0,0° PR 
15. = ="P°R27,38,0,92,92, 11,56,68, 1,68, 1,70,0,68,0,0,0° PR 
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Finally comes “P°R27N,37,1,0°P°R in order to “‘load” the 
characters. 

This means that | have transformed the following signs: 

1.G (ASCII code 64) into a 
2. [ (ASCII code 91) into 2 
“(ASCII code 94) into 2 
. < (ASCII code 60) into = 
.| (ASCII code 123) into @ (obtained by ~<) 
. # (ASCII code 35) into & 
* (ASCII code 42) into i 
‘ (ASCII code 96) into ¥ (obtained by ~ +) 
.] (ASCII code 93) into & 
| (ASCII code 124) into & 
. > (ASCII code 62) into & 
(ASCII code 126) into © 
(ASCII code 95) into a 
(ASCII code 125) into 
\ (ASCII code 92) into ¢ 

The only disadvantage is that the word “ maga ” (nation) 
appears as “‘na\<o’”’ on the screen. Furthermore, | have to “‘print”’ 
file “DL” each time | restart the printer. Is there a better way? 

*eeke & & & & 


~ 


(obtained by ~?) 


(obtained by ~ >) 


Osborne Users Will Not 


Be Left Out In The Cold! 
by John Gaudio 


Regardless of what happens at Osborne Computer Corporation 
(OCC), we Osborne owners have a lot going for us. In fact with the 
current price reductions an Osborne Computer is more than ever, the 
best buy for the dollar on the market. 

Let’s look at the worst possible case. What if OCC dries up and 
blows away tomorow? How would you get a printer for your Osborne 
computer? What about a monitor? Where would you find an account- 
ing package, or a program that plays space invaders? The answer is 
that all these things are exactly where they were before the trouble — 
with OCC. The smartest thing Adam Osborne did was to make the 
Osborne a generic CP/M Computer. 


HARDWARE 

Both the Osborne 1 (01) and the Executive are designed to work 
with any standard printer on the market. Both will run standard RS- 
232 modems, both tie in to a Trantor hard disk system, and both will 
work with a standard monitor. True the O-1 requires an adaptor like 
JMM’s Exmon, but even that was never made by Osborne. We can get 
all the peripherals we'd ever want. Not only are there printers, mon- 
itors, and modems out there, but digitizers, plotters, speech syn- 
thesizers, and even systems to control your bedroom lights. These 
are available from vendors that make products for lots of different 
computers, and their products are here to stay no matter what hap- 
pens to OCC. 


SOFTWARE 

Osborne still hasn’t offered an accounting package, but there are 
several out there running on Osborne computers. Over a hundred 
disks filled with public domain software are available to Osborne 
users through organizations like the First Osborne Group and the 
Denver Osborne Group. Thousands of CP/M programs are available 
both in the public domain on bulletin boards all over the country, and 
for sale in computer and software stores, and through mailorder 
houses around the world. 

Much of this software is available in the standard Osborne formai, 
but there are now programs available for the Osborne 1 that make it 
possible to use other formats with the Osborne. With programs like 
UNIFORM [available through FOG\ and FILETRAN [available from 
Computer Systems Integration, Inc., P.O. Box 28113, Station # 16, 
Dept. G, Lakewood, CO 80228) you can read many disks created for 
XEROX, OTRONA, DEC, ZENITH, IBM PC, and KAYPRO computers to 
mention just a part of the list. CP/M is still the eight bit standard of 
the industry, and | know there’s a lot more software out there than I'll 

cont. on page 35 
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= —  OSGRAPH(tm): Allows ane and easy creation of 
| y, ]| horizontal and vertical bar charts, pie charts and xy 
plots -- on-screen and on most dot-matrix and 
daisy wheel printers. Reads numerical data from just 
about any source including dBase, SuperCalc, Mbasic 
and Wordstar files. Easy and fun to use. Only $34.95 


OSBOARD(tm): Full-screen graphics editor for your 
Osborne computer. Create graphic screens, save and 











— &§ recall graphic data to/from disk, interface with Mbasic, 

Ss E 8 Chasic and assembly language programs and produce 

et er = = = = hard—copy on most dot—matrix/daisy printers. Only $29.95 
Docunieatahon a of ee ae a ra a aa ee: 
basa se ou wo OSBRIEF(tm): Produce electronic on-screen ‘slide 
Eicon Heneling ad of * | shows" with absolutely no programming required! 
| Sequence OSBOARD and OSGRAPH files — with 

eleven spectacular special effects. Only $24.95 


Ee CD A CRED EE SRS SO CN NY SR EE Se OEE CR SD GS SN CCE: GE GED EE SNES GE EEE GS SOUS cue Came ED CD GED eee SETS come eee Clee ENED EES CED GED GES CEE Cee tee ESSS oro SUED SEES CESEE Cee CID Cues ER Coe EE ae Gee SS a ee ee Coe Ce SC 
OD Say IS A A ADS CE ES CE CT RS OS UN COS ES MR CRED GSD CTD GCE GD ee Meee CED Cee GETEE cae CUED Gs GY Se GENE Coes eo, ED eee EE ecu GD eee eee eee > Soe eee Gee eee te eee OE aoc ete oe ems CED CRD Come ent cE eres ee) ED OTS GENEr Cree CoD em Se ED oe 


SPECIAL OFFER: Buy both OSBOARD and OSGRAPH at the regular price and 
receive OSBRIEF free! Specify Osborne 1 (SD or DD) or Executive versions. California 
residents add 6% tax. (L.A. county add 6.5%). . Postage: add $2 per order. 


ee CRD OC Se Gee CE CORES CEES Cue UE ED AES EE Gy SD Ge EE eoeee ume eS ED emer eta) GRE eee ee Ce Clee aes eoee cee Ome eee ore Gee eee mes ee CEE ee ee ee oe OS ee ee ee ae ee > ewe eee > owe CEE Ge ee Gea EE TS ee CED ante ee Ce I ee A Cee coe 
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“or more information, a free descriptive brochure or to order, ee 


tems, 23145 Bigler Street, Woodland Hills, CA 
hone: (213) 716-1655 CompuServe [70235,1346} Source: STE 
For C.0.D. orders ONLY, call TOLL FREE: (800) 824-7888 (Ask for Operator = 
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ever have time to try out. You can bet that the people producing it for 
all those different machines will be anxious to sell software to us, re- 
gardless of what happens to OCC. 


SERVICE But what if your Osborne. computer breaks down? Can 
anybody fix it? Can they get parts, or are you stuck with a CP/M 
based boat anchor? Most of the parts needed to fix an Osborne Com- 
puter can be purchased at any good electronics store. I’ve already 
seen a few independent repair operations spring up, and many of the 
Osborne dealers are taking it upon themselves to continue servicing 


the machine. Remember servicing computers is a big business, and a 


profitable one at that. There are about 150,000 Osborne computers 
out there to be serviced, and that translates to lots and lots of money. 
In fact, last October Xerox purchased a million dollars worth of parts 
from OCC and created a program through which Osborne users could 
buy a Xerox backed one year warranty for $285.00, or a two year 
warranty for $550.00. The deadline has passed for these warranties 
but Xerox says they will offer time and material service as long as 
they are able to obtain parts. 


HELP But what if you need some help with your Osborne computer? 
Will you be all by yourself, struggling to make it work for you? Will 
you be left all alone? No! Tied in to each of those 150,000 Osborne 
computers is a human being. We Osborne users are a pretty good 
sized bunch, and we’ve already created some tremendous networks 
for helping each other. 

The largest, and one of the best of these networks is FOG, the First 
Osborne Group, with over 6,500 members all over the world. FOG acts 
to coordinate and help regional Osborne user’s groups world wide, 
and publishes an extraordinary monthly newsletter called the 
FOGHORN. A partial directory of the regional groups can be found 
elsewhere in this issue. It lists the 56 Affiliated Member Organiza- 
tions from Palo Alto, California to Bangkok, Thailand. FOG also has a 
list of over 200 other groups. The regular FOGHORN also has a cal- 
endar listing almost a hundred monthly meetings to be held around 
the world. 

One of the best of the regional groups is DOG, the Denver Osborne 
Group, which | helped create. Our local meetings typically draw a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty people, at which our members do pre- 
sentations to help keep us informed on the latest hardware and soft- 
ware innovations, and those little tricks that make using our 
Osbornes easier. The best part though is probably the help session 
section of the meeting. Here newcomers are paired up with some of 
the more knowledgable members and the floor is opened to ques- 
tions. Someone stands up with a problem, and then other members 
chime in with suggestions. Sometimes the people just make contact 
at this point, and then talk over their problems during the break. Ei- 
ther way, a lot of information and help changes hands at these meet- 
ings, and I’m sure similar things happen with other groups all over 
the world. The Denver Osborne Group also publishes a fine news- 
letter called DOG BYTES. 

You can join either DOG or FOG for just $24.00 a year, or, for $42.00 
you can sign up through the Denver Osborne Group for both FOG and 
DOG. The newsletters alone are worth the cost, and even distant 
members can get to the public domain software library through the 
mail. DOG has members in four countries. 

The user’s groups around the world exist for one reason, and 
that’s to support their members. They'll keep working for you so as 
long you need and support them, and they’re more important now 
than they ever were, regardless of what happens at OCC. 


PROFESSIONAL HELP What if you have a question or problem that 
can’t wait for the next monthly meeting, or you need someone to take 
you by the hand and teach you WordStar, SuperCalc, or Dbasell? 
What do you do then? Some of us make a living working with comput- 


ers and solving other peoples problems. That’s what | do for exam- _ 


ple. And if you get in touch with your local user’s group you'll 
probably find a computer professional in your area that knows the 
Osborne well. 

| built up my Company over the last two years by helping people 
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With fifteen minutes of consulting D| 
that people had worked on for day. 
WEIS ole the CEES they could have 


_ WOULD You P PAY $20. 


an 
like yours. Since 1981 I've ececiclised: sb 
_me share them with you. | also solve pa | 


been arereds in Denver, ancl other cities 
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For your survivor's kit (no ariel call Tom 
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SURVIVOR’ Ss LIFE LINE 
4. GAUDIO. COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 27826 
DENVER, CO 80227 


John Gaudio i cla cledcerl) Caenscle holding. two U.S. Patents on earputel systems. - 
IS) AA) GC) OME UN 100) (Oefoy ars) (ore Coden) cle) WES A) SATA 
articles for their magazine, The Portable Companion. He continues to write regularly for 

__ thenewsletters of the First Osborne Group and the Denver Osborne Group, andhasspent 
the last two years helping people to get more from their Osborne ee 
STAN ES Life ate | isa Trace mall of J, Cente Company, 





through classes, personal consulting, and even consulting ‘by tele- 


phone. In fact | once helped a man in Saudi Arabia to set up his 
WordStar disk by telephone. |’ve even traveled to different parts of 
the country to offer consulting and classes, and to speak to the mem- 
bers of other user’s groups. There are plenty of computer 
professionals around. We make our living by helping the users, and 
we'll be here as long as you need us, no matter what happens to OCC. 
Of course it’s not all a bed of roses. It takes longer to get parts than 
it used to, and OCC can’t provide the level of end user support that 
they did in the old days, but with the current prices Osborne Com- 
puter users have still got more machine for the dollar than anything 
I’ve ever seen. There’s no question that Adam Osborne made mis- 
takes. He also made changes in the industry that will continue to 
benefit computer users for a long time. | once heard him say that 
“The pioneers are the ones with arrows in their backs.” Here’s hop- 
ing that OCC’s arrow isn’t a fatal one. In any case, our Osbornes are 
every bit as capable of working for us as they've ever been, and 
there’s plenty of help out there, no matter what happens to OCC. 


John Gaudio is an electrical engineer, and has been solving peoples 
computer problems for over ten years. He holds two U.S. patents on 
computer systems, and has specialized over the last two years in 
helping the users of Osborne computers. 


Since there may be some question about the copyright ownership of 
this article by John Gaudio, we would like to give credit to Portable 
Computer magazine. In their January, 1984 issue (released in Decem- 
ber, 1983) there was a modified version of this article. The difference 
is primarily that of differing editorial policy but there is sufficient 
similarity to justify giving Portable Computer credit. 
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YOU’RE STILL 
WHEN YOU HAVE 


¢ FULL-POWERED — WITH WordStar® © ° FULL-FEATURE, FULLY- 









A: DOCUMENT. EPS PAGE 1 LINE 1 COL fh INSERT an 
46 P R IN if MENY 12 
Special Effects | “Printing hanes i Q Supersen ie ON 
(begin FYae) lee) (one time each) A Compressed ON =| ESI Subscript ON 
D DoubleStrike | H Overprint char i N Compressed OFF  } ET Sup/Sub OFF 
B IripleStrike {i 0 Non-break space i EE Emphasized ON {| EG Boldface ON 
5 UnderScore f Phantom space | EF Emphasized OFF FH Bol dhace OFF 
U Underline + G Phantom rubout i W Wide Type ON~ ISpace Bar rotunns 
Y SQN NES RET Ducrpmint see R ee Type OFF == tyou to Main Menu. 
—— ee ee ee : 


WordPatch PRINT T MENU displays enhanced print capabilities and codes. 








WORDPATCH GIVES YOU EVERY PRINTING OPTION* 


DESKTOP ACCOUNTANT GIVES YOU: 


7. A professional, full-feature, fully-integrated accounting 
system. 2. Six 5%” Double Density diskettes. 3. Four easy- 





Normal ; Italie Size #£ 













Bold Italie Size #2 to-follow, self-teaching User’s Manuals. 4. An exclusive, new 
: Continuous Underline fea¢re Grze #3 audio cassette tape with step-by-step instructions for installation 
a and start-up. 5. “Read Me First,” a unique 40-page system 
Emphasized | ftealte Size #4 guide and start-up aid. 6. Complete sample data and sample 
Triple Bold Ze RmRLli¥FeSi ze #S reports. 7. Free subscription to Users’ Newsletter, ‘‘Debits and 
Guper Tiny Type nuaee Credits.” 8. Source code. 9. Telephone ‘‘Hot Line” 10. Access 
aNd supceripts to our growing network of Experienced User Consultants™ in 

Coupressed g wee per er inc the U.S. and Canada. PRICE: $395. $495 18m PC 

Wide Compressed nes ine 





READ WHAT USERS SAY: 


“Two hours after receiving the Desktop Account | was up and 
running live data, and generated an entire month’s work and 
financial statements the following day.”’ 

—J.C. Bartels, President 


(accounting firm) Gonzales, Texas 
“To get anything better we would have had to spend multiple 
thousands of dollars. | think it’s a dynamite package for the 
money.” 


8 lines Ser inch 





Wide Trpe 






*Varies with printer. 










WordStar® and your dot matrix printer have been good companions 
in word processing. WordStar is a popular word processing program, 
and the dot matrix printer is preferred for high-speed, versatile and 
graphic printing. 

When you have both, however, you still cannot write provocative and 
professional letters and reports. That’s because WordStar alone does 
not allow you to take full advantage of your dot matrix printer. Your only 
print options are regular print, double-strike or bold, and underscoring. 
You need WordPatch. 

WordPatch bridges the differences between WordStar and your dot 
matrix printer, enhancing both. WordPatch is a machine language 
program which automatically and permanently changes WordStar to 
allow you access to ALL of your printer’s capabilities. You don’t need 
to learn a new program or new commands because WordPatch works 
through WordStar. It’s that easy. 

Now you can communicate every important detail, emphasis, chart, 
math and technical notation graphically in your business writing. Corre- 
‘spondence, newsletters, financial and scientific reports can be as 
distinguished looking as you wish. 

‘For professional and versatile word processing documentation, you 
want WordPatch. PRICE: a 95. 






—Bob Cox, V.P., General Mgr. LETTERS 
(manufacturing company) San Antonio, Texas ON FILE 


INVENTORY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM | 


Our excellent stand-alone Inventory Management System is 
probably the most comprehensive available today for retail and 
wholesale businesses. 
@ Records current inventory levels on an item-by-item basis. 
@ Multi-location/multi-department applications. © Quantity 
capacity to 999,999,999.999. @ Inquiry function uses partial 
item keys. @ All reports printed by department, location, or 
vendor and can include entire data file or any subset. 
@ Produces 11 management information reports. © Tracks 
sales, receipts, returns and reserves. @ Stores and sells 
fractional units. @ User-defined history records. © Item keys 
can be any printable character. © Complete audit trail. PRICE: 
. $295, includes full support and 220 pg. manual. Not available 
for single density systems. 



















Also available with 
Trantor Hard Disc Unit 







at a special package price. 


Desktop 






A ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
STE IvIS severe, Mae nihcini shire A ih 





‘All Brands are manufacturers’ registered Trade Marks © Experienced User Consultant is a trademark of Rocky Mountain Software Systems ¢ Desktop Accountant is a trademark of Rocky Mountain Software Systems 
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INTEGRATED ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 


GENERAL LEDGER 


® Automates bookkeeping and financial reporting process @ Produces up- 
to-the-minute income statements and balance sheets © Includes prior year 
comparisons @ Flexible chart of accounts @ Detailed audit trail © Trail 
balance includes all transactions @ Income statements for up to 99 Depart- 


ments ® Instant on-line access to all information @ Reduces effort’anderrors | 


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 


@ Helps control cash flow! @ Produces timely invoices and statements 
® Maintains comprehensive customer data files © Customer activity available 
instantly on screen or printer © Summary and detailed aging reports @ Helps 
speed collections, make financial decisions, and monitor sales performance 
® Detailed audit trail © Includes automatic periodic customer/client billing 
option—ideal for service businesses © Open item or balance forward 


ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 


@ Greatly improves cash management @ Maintains complete vendor/voucher 
history © Tracks current and aged payables @ Produces aged payable reports 
oncommand ® Automatic pay selection program allows payment by due date 
or discount date @ Accommodates both manual and automatic check writing 
® Includes check register © Uses commercially available forms © Detailed 
audit trail @ An excellent cash management tool. The savings realized from 
improved cash control can pay for your Desktop Accountant™ within one year. 


PAYROLL 


® Be the office hero each week when the checks come out on time! © Stores 
data for all hourly, salaried, and commissioned employees © Prints payroll checks 
with an absolute minimum of input @ Maintains monthly, quarterly, and yearly 
totals for reporting purposes © Multiple states (!) © User-modifiable tax 
tables (!) @ Prints W-2s @ Prepares 941 reports @ Uses commercially available 
forms © Offers popular, comprehensive employees’ check stub @ Stores and 
reports employee personnel and payroll information. 


PRODUCES 42 FINANCIAL 
REPORTS and DOCUMENTS: 


General Ledger 
8. 


1. Chart of Accounts Income Statement 
2. Chart of Accounts with 9. Income Statement with prior 
summary of dollar amounts year comparison 
3. Chart of Accounts with prior 10. Departmental income 
year comparisons Statement(s) 
4. Daily Transactions Report 11. Departmental Income 
5. Itemized Monthly Transactions Statement(s) with prior year 
6. Balance Sheet ae 
: . , 12. Detail report for individual 
7. Balance Sheet with prior year accounts 
He arerer 13. Trial Balance Statement 
Accounts Receivable 
1. Daily Transactions Report 4. Summary Aging Report 
2. Invoices (with or without pre- 5. Detailed Aging Report 
printed forms) 6. Itemized Monthly Transactions 
3. Statements (with or without pre- 7. Detailed Cust. Activity Report 


printed forms) 


Accounts Payable 
7. 


1. Daily Voucher Report Transaction Register 
2. Daily Credit Report . 8. Open Voucher Report 
3. Checks with Detailed stubs 9. Aged Payables Report 
4. Check Register 10. Detailed Vendor Activity Report 
5. General Ledger Transfer Report 11. Summary Vendor Account 
6. Cash Requirements Report Report — 
Payroll 
1. Federal Tax Tables 6. Quarterly Payroll Summary 
2. State Tax Tables 7. Gen’l. Ledger Transfer Report 
3. Payroll checks with stubs 8. Detailed Employee File Listing 
4. Payroll Check Register 9. 941 Worksheet 
5. Monthly Payroll Summary 10. W-2 Forms Printing 


Accountant™ 
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‘8. Summary Cust. Account Report 


ORDERS ANE 


















The best performance features of the most 
popular word processors have been im- 
proved and enhanced in NewWord, making 
it exceptionally powerful and versatile. 
Yet, for all its sophistication, NewWord is 
‘simple to use. A beginner can start working 
with it right away. And anyone with 
WordStar® experience can use the same 
commands and immediately access 
NewWord’s advanced design features. 


MAKES PAPERWORK EASY 


Editing is easy and straightforward with 
NewWord. Single keystrokes perform pri- 
mary functions, such as to insert, delete 
and move characters, words and lines. 
Even large blocks of text and numerical 
data are moved and repositioned easily, 
and just as quickly copied or deleted. 

As you write and edit, NewWord auto- 
matically arranges text to your preferred 
format, and lets you see on the screen 
what you print. 

NewWord’s complete printer control capa- 
bilities allow full use of features available 
on your printer. With dot-matrix printers, 
NewWord is exceptional. Virtually every 
advanced capability is supported, including 
the most sophisticated like microjustifica- 
tion, character width, line height, and alter- 
nate pitches on the same line. NewWord 
is unsurpassed in allowing you to take fullest 
advantage of the dot-matrix printer. 


ADVANCED DESIGN FEATURES 
& Merge Print enables you to merge names 
and addresses on mailing lists with form 
letters, and to print envelopes or mailing 
labels automatically. HB Undo and Unerase: 
cancel an unintended operation or recover 
accidentally deleted text. H Find A Page 
lets you go directly to any specific page in 
the document. & Search-and-Replace 
words and phrases throughout a document 
with a single command. & Boilerplate 
Texts: text frequently used can be stored in 
files and inserted into new documents to 
create customized form letters and reports. 
@ ‘‘Living’’ Ruler Lines: access and store 
numerous different ruler settings in a single 
document, letting NewWord automatically 
format the sections you want set differently. 
& Display Print Options like boldfacing, 
underlining and strikeout on the screen, if 
your terminal provides this capability. 
- — Headers and Footers: define up to 3 
lines, move them from one side of the page 
to the other, and print using different char- 
acter sizes, bold-facing and underlining. 
















































CALL TOLL-FI 


LIMITED 





In California call 1-800-7 
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Programmable Custom Printing lets 
you define your own print commands, like 
to change fonts. & Microjustification: If 
your printer is capable of microspacing, 
NewWord can make justified text look per- 
fect. @ Multiple Printers: NewWordlets you 
selectaprinter atprinttime, supporting more 
than one printer with your computer. 


SIMPLE TO LEARN, EASY TO USE 

There arenocomplicated codes and com- 
mand sequences to learn or memorize. On- 
screen menus of functions and interactive 
prompts make NewWord easy to use. 

An extensive set of HELP screens is avail- 
able to assist you every step of the way. 

When you get NewWord, youcancounton 
getting to work right away. Acomprehensive 
Installation guide allows you to personalize 
NewWord. A Do-It-Yourself manual, with a 
completeindex, starts yourightintoproducing 
documents. And NewWord Encyclopedia, 
organized alphabetically by topic, explains the 
facts concisely with numerous examples. A 
handy Pocket Reference provides quick 
‘access to commands. 


TIME SPECIAL OFFER 

Send usyourword processing software and 
$100.00 and we’llsend you NewWord. 

Before sendingus your software, calito: 
(4 confirm availability for your computer, 
terminal configuration and printer [4 receive 
a return authorizaton number from us 
(4 obtain shipping address for your trade-in 
software. (Send with your check, plus $4.50 
forshippingvia UPS Surface. California resi- 
dents add 6% or 612% sales tax.) 

Offer expires January 31, 1984. Offer is 
limited to nationally advertised word process- _ 
ing software programs operable on user’s 
presently owned computer. NewWord is 
available without trade-in for $249.00. 














32-2311 


Technical Support Hotline (8 AM to 5 PM, Mon.-Fri.): (415) 680-8378 






NewWord and NewStar are trademarks of NewStar, Inc. Specifications subject to change without notice. Some printing and display features may not be available in all configurations, subject to printer and terminal capabilities. 
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| Yeision 2 0 
by Kirk Risinger 


Here’s another way to make double-sided disks that requires no 


special manual skills, unusual materials or measuring tools. This 
method also is less error prone when punching holes and is so fast 
that | can keep up with formatting when initializing a new box of 
diskettes. | 


Cautions | | 

| use ‘“‘flippy” diskettes on my single density machine for both pro- 
grams and data, including the disk | submitted this article on. | have 
not had an error in eighteen months use. However, | have had one 


track that initially would not format on the back of one ultra cheap | 


bulk pack diskette. Other micro users have reported problems with 
flippies, attributed to dirt within the jacket that is loosened when the 
diskette is flipped over and forced to rotate in the opposite direction. 
Keep your diskettes out of dusty, smokey environments; that has 
been said many times before. Also, be careful not to touch the mag- 
netic media itself, where it is exposed i in the oval jacket cutout for the 
drive head. 


Simple Tools 
Acquire: 

1. Ared pencil. 

2. A piece of poster board. The cardboard back of a writing tablet 
works fine. 

3. A quantity of diskettes. 

4. A pair of Scissors. 

5. A small scrap of paper, about 1 inch wide by 4 inches long. 

6. A single hole paper punch, the pliers style. Available at any 5 and 
10 cent or discount department store. 


Making A Template 

Look through the disks and find one with the index hole showing 
through the jacket. That is, the small hole in the magnetic media itself 
shows in the jacket access holes. Holding the disk by the edges and 
with two fingers in the center drive hole, gently center the index hole 
in the index access holes by rotating and shifting the disk within the 
jacket. If you can’t find one with the index hole peeking through, pick 
one and gently rotate the media until the hole appears. 

Trace the disk outline on the poster board, including the write pro- 
tect notch, the center drive hole and the small index hole, with the red 
pencil. Start making the template by cutting the simple square disk 
outline out of the poster board. Cut the center drive hole out of the 
cardboard template. Using the paper punch, punch the write protect 
notch in the cardboard template by inserting the punch halfway over 
the edge of the cardboard at the marked location. Inserting the paper 
punch over the cardboard from within the center drive hole, carefully 
position the index hole tracing under the middle of the punch and 
punch out the access hole in the template. Holding the paper punch 
“upside down’ will aid accurate positioning. The template is 
finished. | 


Making Double-Sided Diskettes 

Lay the template on the back of the diskette, so that the write pro- 
tect notch on the template is opposite the existing notch on the disk- 
ette. Trace the index access hoie and the write protect notch with the 
red pencil. Shuffle the cardboard to the front side of diskette without 
flipping either. Flip the diskette/cardboard pair over and repeat the 
tracing. Insert the scrap of paper between the magnetic media and 
the jacket under the index access hole tracing. Slip the paper punch 
into the diskette, over one jacket side and on top of the paper. The 
paper protects the magnetic media itself from possible scratching by 
the punch. Align the punch over the traced circle for the access hole 
and punch the hole in this one jacket side. Do not punch through the 
magnetic media!. Flip the disk over and repeat the punching of the 
access hole. Punch a half-moon write protect notch where traced, 
opposite the existing notch. 








Conclusion 

Exercise care in tracing, cutting and punching, but fear not. These 
holes are clearance holes for the operative parts on the diskette and 
drive. Their locations are not that critical, though | have seen 
drawings specifying location within 0.005 inches! 

That’s all there is to it! Do the rest of the disks, one at a time, while 


— 0zis formatting (or copying your standard initial disk to) those disks _ 


that have been ‘‘double-sided’’. 


The Process: 
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Trace new hole and-notch; 
shuffle cardboard to bottom; 
flip and trace again; 

punch out at tracings; 
format and use. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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ee 


Name 
Company 
Address 
‘City __ 


FOR THE OSBORNE? COMPUTER 


* SOFTWARE 
* SUPPLIES 


* SERVICES 


it (free of charge), is to fill out the form below and mail it to: 
| THE DUVAL ASSOCIATES, INC. 


MICRO DIRECT REPLY 
258-B Grand Avenue 


Englewood, New Jersey 07631 


State 
(PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE) 


Osborne is a registered Trademark of Osborne Computer Corp. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


* OSBORNE® COMPATIBLE PRODUCTS * 


NOW GET A FREE DIRECT LINE TO MANUFACTURERS AND/OR 
DISTRIBUTORS OF OSBORNE® COMPATIBLE PRODUCTS! 


* PERIPHERALS 
* BOOKS 


ae 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
We at The Duval Associates, Inc. are currently producing a postcard booklet specifically dedicated | 
to the Osborne user. This booklet will contain detachable postcards from advertisers who | 
manufacture and/or distribute Osborne compatible products. And all you have to do to receive | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE 





Once again, we have added a new item this month. C.I. Software 
has made their program HexPrintR® available to the membership. 
The price is $39.00. This program works with WordStar to give you 
full control over your dot matrix printer and was used in the article 
by Hanns Trostli (earlier in this issue) to create the Portuguese 
Characters. : 

In December, we reported the addition of the book on WordStar 
by Tony Bove and Cheryl Rhodes. This book is a must for anyone 
looking for assistance in using WordStar. The price is $7.25. 

Also in December, we reported that MicroSolutions, maker of 
UNIFORM, has notified us that they have stopped shipping UNI- 
FORM on the Osborne format until they fix the bugs in the program. 
We still do not know for sure when the program will again be avail- 
able so are not listing it here again this month. 

One of the most popular items in the FOG inventory is the T-shirts 
with the FOG logo. These T-shirts are soft Osborne blue in color and 
are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut large to allow for shrinkage. 
Sizes available are smail (34-36), medium (38-40), large (42-44), 
and X-large (46-48). 

The price is $8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 
each for non-members so be sure to include your membership num- 
ber. Add $1.00 for shipping. 


FOG has several software packages available for sale. 
SMARTKEY, SMARTPRINT, and the CP/M Extension Utilities were 
all reviewed in Vol. |, Issue 10 (August, 1982). Further notes on and 
a new review of SMARTKEY were included in the January, 1984 (Vol 
Il, Issue 2). SMARTKEY will not work with the Executive. As soon as 
possible, we will be carrying SMARTKEY 2 which is an upgraded 
version, specifically for the CP/M+-. 

One additional item has been added to the FBN Software line. 


This is a program called UNPROTECT. UNPROTECT -is an 


8080/8085/Z80 machine language program which runs under 
CP/M. Its purpose is to decrypt Microsoft BASIC (Release 5) files 
which have been saved in a protected format. It is hoped that any- 


_ one buying and using this software will remember that this pro- 


gram should only be used to correct errors in PROTECTed files of 

which you have a legal copy. Please bear in mind that piracy is both 

illegal and a sure way to reduce the software available for your use. 
Prices on the software are as follows: 


SMARTKEY only «0... ee $60.00 
SMARTPRINT only................ $35.00 
SMARTKEY /SMARTPRINT.............. $85.00 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg ..........., $39.00 
UNPROT ECT seca seciatestazecisvaceacs $29.00 


We also have available a set of two cassette tapes which are de- 
signed for the new Osborne user. Created for a 1.2 rev. model 
Osborne, the tapes will be very helpful if listening to a step-by-step 
procedure is an easier way for you (or the famity) to learn. The tapes 
are equally useful for a 1.3 or 1.4 rev. Osborne as the only real 
change the that the FORMAT program is now a part of the COPY 
program. (On the 1.2 rev. these were two separate programs.) The 
set of tapes are $25.00 

California members please add sales tax to the cost of any of 
these items. Overseas members should add first class airmail post- 
age to the cost of any of the FOG merchandise. 

To order any of these items, please send your payment in an en- 
velope marked “MERCHANDISE” to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Please include your membership-account number. If 
shipment cannot be made, your check will be returned. We cannot 
sell the manuals separately. 
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The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (FOG) has been formed as a User’s Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk 
operating system with related software. In September of 1983, there was over 5400 members from around the world. Most attend local group meetings at over 300 
locations. . | 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all models of the Morrow 
MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the KayPro, several MicroMates, and many more. Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local group 
meetings include dBase Il, Ham radio operators, Personal Pearl. | 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library. Local group meetings are 
open to the public without charge although most restrict access to the library to the membership. The FOG library contains only public domain software. Piracy (the 
copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 

In the United States, the FOGHORH is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained its non-profit, tax 
exempt status from both the state and federal governments.) For those members who live out of the country or who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, 
additional postage must be added to the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. 
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NAME: 
COMPANY: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: | 
STATE, __- ss —S*«Z;iPo MAILE; __-_——SSSsCCOUNNTRY: 
HOME & WORK PHONES: 
MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
COMPUTER TYPE? booed 
MODEMTYPE2 ss ——CS—S—S—S__séPRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? 


armen eR  ——— 


send this completed application AND your payment to: FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 


P. 0. Box 3474 ; 
Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by ist class mail. United States of America 
| Phone: (415) 755-4140 
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